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BOROUGH  OF  REIGATE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  year  1944. 


To  the  Chairmen  and  Merribers  of  the  Public  Health  and  Maternity  and 

Child  Welfare  Committees. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1944,  which  is 
drawn  up  on  the  lines  indicated  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

At  the  Minister’s  request,  special  reference  is  made  to  certain 
subjects  of  current  interest  with  which  the  local  health  services  are 
directly  concerned.  In  other  respects,  the  report  now  submitted  is 
less  comprehensive  in  scope  than  earlier  issues  in  the  same  series, 
and  is  in  general  confined  to  a  brief  record  of  the  work  performed 
by  the  public  health  services  of  the  Borough,  and  of  important 
alterations,  improvements  and  developments  of  these  services,  in  the 
year  under  review. 

The  restrictions  previously  imposed,  on  grounds  of  national 
security,  on  the  publication  of  complete  tables  of  local  populations, 
and  of  quotations  from  the  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General 
which  might  enable  any  substantial  series  of  local  populations  to  be 
reconstructed,  have  now  been  removed.  Particulars  of  population, 
the  various  incidence  and  mortality  rates  and  the  usual  extracts  from 
vital  statistics,  which  have  been  withheld  for  several  years,  are 
accordingly  included  in  the  present  report. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  surprisingly  low  prevalence  of  the 
commoner  infectious  and  contagious  diseases,  with  the  exception 
of  respiratory  tuberculosis,  and  to  the  reduction  in  incidence  of 
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uncleanliness  and  verminous  conditions.  Improvement  in  these 
respects  is  not  entirely  attributable  to  the  partial  evacuation  of  the 
Borough,  as  the  influence  of  this  factor  was  largely  offset  by  the 
increased  use  of  air  raid  shelters,  and  the  correspondingly  greater 
opportunities  for  dissemination  of  infection,  for  several  weeks 
preceding  the  evacuation,  and  by  the  infection  and  verminous 
infestation  introduced  by  children  returning  from  reception  areas. 

It  is  noteworthy  that,  notwithstanding  a  sharp  increase  in  the 
birth-rate,  no  mortality  was  attributed  to  pregnancy  and  child 
bearing,  the  still-birth  rate  was  the  lowest  yet  recorded  and  the 
death-rate  for  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  was  appreciably 
lower  than  any  recently  experienced. 

The  activities  of  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  service  were 
continued  during  the  year  with  little  interruption.  Important 
developments  include  the  establishment  of  a  home  help  scheme,  the 
approval  of  a  scheme  of  guaranteed  payments  to  foster  mothers  and 
the  completion  of  the  preliminary  arrangements  for  the  extension  of 
infant  clinic  facilities  to  the  Earlswood  district  and  for  the  institutional 
care  of  illegitimate  infants.  The  erection  of  suitably  planned  and 
equipped  clinic  buildings  at  Merstham  and  ‘Earlswood  has  been 
provisionally  approved,  and  should  be  regarded  as  a  matter  of 
urgency. 

I  gratefully  acknowledge  my  appreciation  of  the  efficient  and 
conscientious  service  rendered  by  my  staff,  who  cheerfully  undertook 
the  many  additional  and  extraneous  duties  assigned  to  them,  and 
voluntarily  worked  overtime,  whenever  necessary,  to  keep  the 
routine  work  of  the  department  up-to-date. 

I  am  also  greatly  indebted  to  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of 
Committees  for  the  support  and  consideration  extended  to  me 
throughout  the  year. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  H.  BINGHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Reigate. 

7th  July,  1945. 


SECTION  I. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  (Land  and  Inland  Water)  . .  . .  . .  . .  10,255  acres 

Population,  Census  1931  (enlarged  Borough)  .  .  . .  34,547 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  civilian  popu¬ 
lation,  mid-year,  1 944 . .  ..  . .  ..  ..  36,360 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1944  according 

to  Rate  Books  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10,447 

Rateable  Value  (1944)  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  £424,834 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  . .  . .  . .  £1,734 


Chief  Occupations  of  the  Inhabitants. 

The  most  recent  official  information  concerning  the  numbers 
of  males  and  females  engaged  in  certain  occupations  is  contained 
in  the  Industry  Tables  compiled  from  the  returns  of  the  1931  Census. 

Extracts  from  the  Industry  Tables  have  been  included  in  recent 
reports  and  are  not  now  reproduced,  as  the  changes  since  the 

Census  was  taken,  and  more  especially  since  the  outbreak  of  war, 

render  them  of  little  value  as  a  statement  of  the  occupations  followed 

by  the  inhabitants  of  the  district. 
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TABLE  I. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births  : — 


Legitimate  . .  Males  296 

Females  297 

Total  593 

Illegitimate  . .  Males  30 

Females 

30 

Total  60 

Birth  Rate 

•  • 

•  • 

17.9 

Do.  1943  . 

•  « 

•  • 

16.6 

Do.  for  the  five  years  1939  to  1943 

•  .  • 

14.2 

Still  Births 

Males  . .  6  Females 

•  • 

6 

Total  12 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

•  • 

•  • 

18.0 

Do,  do.  1943 

•  • 

•  • 

31.8 

Deaths  (nett) : — 

Males  . .  239  Females 

•  • 

285 

Total  524 

Do.  1943  : — 

Males  . .  234  Females 

« 

•  • 

275 

Total  509 

Death  Rate 

•  • 

. . 

14.4 

Do.  1943  . 

. . 

. . 

13.2 

Do.  for  the  five  years  1939  to  1943 

-  . . 

13.0 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions 

41.9 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

Deaths 

{live  and  still)  births 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

Nil. 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

0 

Nil. 

Total 

0 

Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births .  41.3 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .  .  42.1 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  .  .  33.3 

Deaths  from  : — 

Cancer  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  •  •  •  90 

Measles  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  . .  • .  . .  0 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  . .  . .  . .  2 
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Population. 

Estimates  of  the  numbers  and  distribution  of  the  non-civilian 
population  are  not  available,  and  the  various  rates  for  the  year  are 
calculated  on  the  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  civilian  population 
resident  in  the  Borough  at  mid-year  1944. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  represents  a  reduction  of  2,040 
on  the  corresponding  figure  for  1943.  This  must  be  entirely  attri¬ 
butable  to  migration,  as  the  natural  increase  in  population,  or  excess 
of  live  births  over  deaths,  was  129,  which  is  one  of  the  highest 
recently  observed.  It  would  appear  that  the  Registrar-General  has 
made  undue  allowance  for  the  return  of  evacuees  to  their  own  homes, 
as  his  estimate  is  very  much  lower  than  the  figure  supplied  by  the 
local  Registration  Officer.  The  estimate  is,  therefore,  an  under¬ 
statement  of  the  population,  and  the  various  rates  for  the  year, 
which  are  calculated  on  this  figure,  are  correspondingly  raised. 

Births. 

Six  hundred  and  fifty-three  live  infants  were  born  to  women 
normally  resident  in  the  Borough.  The  birth-rate  for  the  year  was, 
therefore,  17.9  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  civilian  population,  as 
compared  with  16.6  in  1943,  16.5  in  1942  and  an  average  rate  of  12.3 
for  the  10  years  1932  to  1941.  The  rise  in  the  birth-rate  has  been 
accompanied  by  a  fairly  steady  decline  in  the  proportion  of  infants 
registered  as  stillborn,  while  the  mortality  amongst  young  children 
has  not  shown  any  significant  increase.  Illegitimate  births,  of  which 
there  were  60,  formed  9.1  per  cent,  of  the  total,  as  compared  with 
1 1.6  per  cent,  in  1943  and  12.2  per  cent,  in  1942. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Twenty-seven  infants  (14  males  and  13  females)  died  before 
reaching  the  age  of  one  year,  the  majority  failing  to  survive  the  first 
month.  In  18  instances  death  was  attributed  to  prematurity,  con¬ 
genital  debility  or  malformation,  in  five  to  acute  respiratory  infec¬ 
tions,  in  two  to  gastro-enteritis,  in  one  to  bacillary  dysentery  and 
in  one  to  war  operations.  Twenty-one  of  the  deaths  occurred  in 
hospitals  or  private  nursing  homes  ;  the  remaining  six  were  inves¬ 
tigated  by  the  health  visiting  staff. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  year  was  41  per  thousand  live 
births,  which  compares  favourably  with  that  for  England  and  Wales 
(46)  and  for  towns  comparable  in  size  with  Reigate  (44).  Deaths 
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from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis,  which  figure  fairly  largely  in  the  national 
statistics,  made  comparatively  little  contribution  to  the  local  infant 
mortality  rate. 

Deaths. 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  area  include  those  of  Borough 
residents  who  died  elsewhere,  but  exclude  those  of  temporary 
residents,  which  are  transferred  to  other  districts,  and  of  non¬ 
civilians.  The  total  number  of  deaths  so  assigned  was  524,  of  which 
239  were  of  males  and  285  of  females.  The  numbers  of  deaths  of 
each  sex  in  the  various  age  groups  were  as  follows  : — 


Age  group. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

0-5 

years 

15 

17  .. 

32 

5-10 

55 

2 

1 

3 

10-15 

t 

55 

1 

1 

2 

15-20 

55 

2 

. .  —  . . 

2 

20-30 

55 

3 

6  .. 

9 

30-40 

55 

5 

11 

16 

40-50 

55  *  * 

11 

13  .. 

24 

50-60 

55 

25 

. .  30  . . 

55 

60-70 

55  *  * 

55 

. .  46  . . 

101 

70-80 

55  *  • 

68 

. .  81 

149 

80-90 

55 

48 

T 

oo 

in 

106 

90  and  upwards 

4 

. .  21 

25 

239  285  524 

The  “crude”  or  unadjusted  death-rate  for  the  year  was  14.4, 
which  is  the  highest  recorded  in  the  Borough  in  the  present  century. 
This  rate  is  calculated  on  the  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 
resident  population,  which  falls  short  of  the  true  figure  by  roughly 
5,500.  When  allowance  is  made  for  this  discrepancy,  the  rate  is 
reduced  to  12.5,  which  approximates  to  the  average  for  the  past 
10  years. 

The  “crude”  rate  is  not  a  valid  measure  for  comparison  with 
the  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  until  corrected  or  “adjusted” 
to  allow  for  the  adverse  influence  of  unfavourable  age  and  sex 
distribution  on  the  mortality  experienced  in  the  area.  The  correction 
is  made  by  the  application  of  a  Comparability  Factor,  which  reduces 
the  crude  rate  by  roughly  one-fifth.  The  “adjusted”  death-rate  for 
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TABLE  III. 


Causes  of  Death  in  the  Borough  of  Reigate  during  1944. 


— 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

1 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  . . 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

1 

— 

1 

4 

Whooping  cough 

— 

5 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  . . 

4 

7 

7 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  . . 

1 

2 

3 

8 

Syphilitic  diseases 

2 

1 

3 

9 

Influenza 

2 

3 

5 

10 

Measles  . . 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Acute  infective  encephalitis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus 

1 

— 

1 

13a 

Cancer  of  uterus 

— 

6 

6 

14 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 

9 

10 

19 

15 

Cancer  of  breast 

8 

8 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

27 

29 

56 

17 

Diabetes . . 

2 

3 

5 

18 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  . . 

28 

33 

61 

19 

Heart  disease  . . 

59 

79 

138 

20 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  .  . 

5 

6 

11  , 

21 

Bronchitis 

9 

8 

17 

22 

Pneumonia 

14 

11 

25 

23 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

4 

4 

8 

24 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

6 

2 

8 

25 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

2 

2 

26 

Appendicitis 

1 

- —  N 

1 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

6 

'  5 

11 

28 

Nephritis 

8 

9 

17 

29 

Puerperal  and  post-abortion  sepsis  . . 

• — 

— 

— 

30 

Other  maternal  causes  . . 

— 

— 

— 

31 

Premature  birth  . .  . .  !  . 

7 

5 

12 

32 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury  and 

infantile  diseases  .  . 

4 

4 

8 

33 

Suicide  .  . 

1 

2 

3 

34 

Road  traffic  accidents  .  . 

1 

1 

2 

35 

Other  violent  causes 

17 

19 

36 

36 

All  other  pauses 

21 

29 

50 

Totals  . . 

239 

* 

285 

524 
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the  Borough  compares  favourably  with  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  and  with  the  similarly  adjusted  rate  for  towns  with  a  resident 
population  of  25,000  to  50,000. 

V 

The  numbers  of  deaths  assigned  to  various  causes  are  set  out  in 
Table  III,  and  do  not  indicate  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  from 
any  particular  cause.  The  proportion  of  deaths  attributed  to  cancer 
and  malignant  disease,  more  particularly  in  females,  was  one  of  the 
highest  observed  in  the  Borough,  whilst  intracranial  vascular  lesions, 
often  occurring  in  association  with  senility,  and  acute  and  chronic 
disease  of  the  kidneys  made  somewhat  more  than  their  usual  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  death-rate.  On  the  other  hand,  the  mortality  from 
diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  organs,  tuberculous  and  non- 
tuberculous  affections  of  the  lungs  and  the  acute  infectious  diseases 
was  appreciably  below  the  average.  The  numbers  of  deaths  from 
other  specified  causes  correspond  roughly  with  those  recorded  in 
recent  years. 


SECTION  II. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  of  HEALTH  SERVICES  for  the 

AREA. 


Staff. 

Full  particulars  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Borough 
Council  are  given  in  the  list  incorporated  at  the  beginning  of  this 
report,  including  in  each  case  information  as  to  their  special  diplomas 
and  certificates  of  qualification. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

There  has  been  no  important  alteration  in  the  laboratory  facilities 
in  the  area,  except  that  fuller  use  has  been  made  of  the  Emergency 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  established  at  Horsham  by  the 
Medical  Research  Council.  The  assistance  of  the  latter  has  been 
sought  chiefly  in  connection  with  the  examination  of  specimens  from 
cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning. 


Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Under  an  agreement  made  with  the  Borough  Council  and  at  the 
request  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  staff  of  the  Reigate 
and  Redhill  District  Nursing  Association  undertake  the  home 
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nursing  of  selected  cases  of  pneumonia  and  of  certain  acute  infectious 
ailments  in  young  children.  Assistance  is  limited  to  patients  who  are 
unfit  for  removal  to  hospital  and  who  are  unable  to  make  private 
arrangements  for  nursing  attention. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  ambulance  service  for  cases  of  infectious  disease,  illness  and 
accident  has  been  described  in  previous  reports,  and  is  adequate  for 
the  needs  of  the  district. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

There  was  no  important  extension  of  clinic  services  during  the 
year,  except  that  additional  clinic  sessions  were  held,  as  and  when 
required,  for  artificial  immunisation  against  diphtheria.  The  pre¬ 
liminary  arrangements  made  for  the  provision  of  infant  clinic 
facilities  in  the  Earlswood  district  are  described  in  a  later  section  of 
this  report. 

Hospitals  :  Public  and  Voluntary. 

The  Borough  Council  has  made  arrangements  for  the  admission 
of  patients  to  the  Reigate  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  and  to  the  East 
Surrey  Hospital.  Persons  suffering  from  certain  infectious  diseases 
are  admitted  to  the  former,  and  abnormal  or  complicated  maternity 
cases  are  admitted  to  the  latter  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Borough  Obstetric  Consultant.  There  is  no  development  or  change 
to  record  in  the  services  provided  by  these  hospitals  during  the  year. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  or  Children. 

The  only  extensions  of  the  arrangements  made  under  this  heading 
were  the  reservation  of  accommodation  in  maternity  homes  and 
hospitals  for  evacuated  expectant  mothers,  and  the  establishment  of 
hostels  foi  the  reception  of  mothers  and  children  who,  for  one  reason 
or  another,  were  unacceptable  in  private  billets. 

Health  Visitors. 

For  the  greater  part  of  the  year  it  was  possible  to  maintain  the 
health  visiting  staff  at  its  full  complement  with  suitably  qualified 
and  trained  Health  Visitors. 

Supply  of  Insulin. 

Arrangements  have  been  made,  with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  for  the  supply  of  insulin,  free  of  cost  or  at  a  reduced  price, 
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to  diabetic  persons  for  whom  provision  has  not  already  been  made 
under  the  National  Health  Insurance  and  Poor  Law  Acts.  The 
patient’s  contribution  to  the  cost  is  assessed  on  the  income  scale 
adopted  for  other  public  health  and  maternity  and  child  welfare 
purposes. 

Six  persons  were  supplied  with  insulin  under  these  arrangements 
during  the  year.  Assistance  was  refused  to  two  applicants  who  were 
ineligible  on  financial  grounds. 


SECTION  III. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

There  was  no  important  extension  of  the  public  water  supply 
during  the  year. 

With  the  exception  of  14  houses  which  depend  for  their  water 
supply  on  two  private  wells,  all  dwellings  in  the  Borough  have  a 
continuous  and  direct  supply  from  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company. 
The  water  is  derived  from  deep  borings  in  the  chalk  and  is  softened, 
chlorinated  and  de-chlorinated  before  distribution  to  consumers. 

The  supply  was  adequate  in  quantity  throughout  the  year,  the 
average  daily  consumption  per  head  of  population  being  about 
30  gallons.  The  quality  of  the  water,  as  revealed  by  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination  at  regular  intervals,  was  invariably 
reported  to  be  satisfactory.  No  action  was  necessary  in  respect  of 
any  form  of  contamination. 

Samples  of  the  water  before  and  after  treatment  are  submitted 
monthly  for  bacteriological  examination,  under  private  arrange¬ 
ments  made  by  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company.  In  addition, 
samples  of  the  treated  water  are  examined  chemically  and  bacterio- 
logically  about  40  times  a  year,  under  a  rota  system  arranged  by  the 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  districts  supplied  by  the  Company  ; 
samples  are  taken  in  each  district  at  stated  times,  and  the  analyst’s 
reports  are  available  for  the  use  of  the  other  districts  concerned.  The 
following  report  is  typical  of  those  received  during  the  year  : — 
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Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  100,000. 


Appearance 


Colour 
Odour 
Reaction  pH 
Free  carbonic  acid 


Bright — very  slight  film  deposit  of  chalk 
particles.  Turbidity  :  Less  than  five 
parts  per  million,  Silica  scale 

. .  Normal 
Nil 

Alkaline  :  8.7 

. .  Absent 


Electric  conductivity  at  20  deg.  C.  . .  . .  245 

Total  solids,  dried  at  180  deg.  C.  . .  . .  .  .  16.5 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  2.2 

Alkalinity  as  calcium  carbonate  .  .  . .  . .  . .  4.5 

Hardness  :  Total  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  8.0 

Temporary  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  2.5 

Permanent  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  5.5 

Nitrogen  in  nitrates  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  0.60 

Nitrogen  in  nitrites  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  Absent 

Free  ammonia  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  0.0064 

Ammoniacal  nitrogen  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  Absent 

Albuminoid  ammonia  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.0000 

Albuminoid  nitrogen  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  Absent 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27  deg.  C.  ..  ..  0.015 


Metals  . .  . .  . .  Iron  :  0.005.  Other  metals  absent 

“  Free  chlorine  reaction  ”  .  .  0.18  part  per  million 


Bacteriological  Results. 

1  day  at  2  days  at  3  days  at 
Number  of  “ Bacteria”  growing  37  deg.  C.  37  deg.  C.  20  deg. 

on  Agar  per  c.c.  or  ml.  in  .  .  0  0  2 

Presumptive  coliform  reaction  . .  . .  Present— Absent  100  c.c. 

Bact.  coli  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Present — Absent  100  c.c. 

Cl.  welchii  reaction  . .  . .  . .  Present — Absent  100  c.c. 


Report. 

‘"This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance, 
faintly  alkaline  in  reaction  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  an 
insignificant  trace  of  iron.  The  water  has  very  moderate  hardness, 
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contains  no  excess  of  saline  or  mineral  matter  in  solution  and  is  of 
the  highest  standard  of  organic  and  bacterial  purity. 

It  is  therefore  considered  pure  and  wholesome  in  character  and 
suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes.” 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  :  Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  is  nothing  of  special  importance  to  report  under  either 
of  these  headings. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

One  house  with  a  closet  on  the  conservancy  system  was  converted 
to  the  water-carriage  system  and  connected  to  a  cesspool. 

Public  Cleansing. 

There  were  numerous  complaints  of  delay  in  the  collection  of 
house  refuse  from  private  dwellings  in  the  Borough.  These  com¬ 
plaints  were  referred  to  Mr.  A.  E.  Clouds,  the  Cleansing  Superin¬ 
tendent,  who  stated  that,  owing  to  reduction  in  staff,  it  was  not 
possible  to  collect  house  refuse  in  any  area  of  the  Borough  more 
frequently  than  once  in  five  to  six  weeks,  though  kitchen  waste  was 
collected  from  the  street  bins  twice  weekly,  on  the  average. 

In  May,  1944,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  reported  jointly  on  this  matter  to  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  as  follows : — 

“We  fully  appreciate  the  very  great  difficulties  with  which 
Mr.  Clouds  has  had  to  contend  and  are  aware  of  his  repeated 
efforts  to  secure  the  replacement  of  members  of  his  staff  who  have 
been  withdrawn  for  National  Service.  It  is  our  duty,  however,  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  fact  that  delay  in  the 

collection  of  organic  waste  constitutes  a  danger  to  the  public 

* 

health.  This  danger  will  be  greatly  increased  with  the  approach 
of  warmer  weather,  as  it  is  impracticable  to  exclude  all  putrescible 
matter  from  domestic  dustbins.  Apart  from  nuisance  from  smell, 
such  matter  provides  an  ideal  breeding  ground  for  flies  which,  it 
is  generally  known,  may  carry  infectious  disease.  In  this  connec¬ 
tion,  we  might  mention  that,  in  addition  to  the  frequent  removal 
of  house  refuse,  the  thorough  cleansing  of  street  bins  and 
collection  vehicles  at  least  once  weekly  would  undoubtedly  tend 
to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  fly  nuisance  experienced  in  certain 
areas  of  the  Borough  last  summer. 
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We  offer  the  following  suggestions,  with  which  Mr.  Clouds  is  in 
complete  agreement,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  : — 

(1)  That  further  representations  be  made,  on  public  health 
grounds,  to  the  appropriate  Government  Department  for 
any  necessary  increase  in  the  staff  of  the  Cleansing  Depart¬ 
ment  to  ensure  the  weekly  collection  of  refuse. 

(2)  That,  pending  the  result  of  the  action  suggested  under  (1) 
above,  the  Council  consider  the  re-allocation  of  the  manual 
labour  in  its  employ,  with  a  view  to  augmenting  the  cleansing 
staff,  as  may  be  necessary. 

(3)  That,  in  the  event  of  it  proving  impracticable  to  institute  a 
system  of  weekly  collection  of  refuse  in  the  immediate 
future,  the  public  should  be  made  aware  of  the  position  and 
be  advised  to  burn  or  bury  any  putrescible  matter  that  would 
otherwise  be  put  in  the  domestic  dustbin. 

The  foregoing  recommendations  were  adopted  by  the  Committee. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

A  classified  statement  of  the  number  of  premises  visited,  the 
defects  or  nuisances  discovered,  and  the  action  and  result  of  action 
taken  in  regard  to  these  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


Shops. 

Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  were 
continued  during  the  year,  but  on  a  reduced  scale  owing  to  war 
conditions. 

Camping  Sites. 

No  application  for  a  licence  under  Section  269  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  was  received  during  the  year. 

One  statutory  notice  was  served  on  the  owner  of  land  which  was 
being  used  as  a  site  for  a  movable  dwelling,  in  contravention  of  the 
Section.  The  notice  resulted  in  the  removal  from  the  district  of  the 
family  occupying  the  dwelling. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No  complaint  of  smoke  nuisance  was  received. 
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Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

The  only  swimming  baths  open  to  the  public  were  the  two 
covered  baths  owned  by  the  Corporation.  Continuous  filtration 
and  chlorination  of  the  water  in  both  baths  was  satisfactorily 
carried  out  throughout  the  season. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

The  disinfestation  of  verminous  premises  was  carried  out  by 
the  Disinfecting  Officer,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector.  Particulars  of  Council  and  other  houses  found  to  be 
infested  and  dealt  with  during  the  year  are  set  out  in  a  later  section 
of  this  report. 


m 

SECTION  IV. 

HOUSING. 

The  statistical  particulars  relating  to  housing  in  the  area  are 
set  out  below. 

f 

The  systematic  inspection  of  houses  under  the  Housing  Con¬ 
solidated  Regulations  was  suspended  at  the  outbreak  of  war,  due 
partly  to  difficulties  in  obtaining  labour  and  material  for  housing 
repairs,  but  mainly  owing  to  the  staff  being  engaged  on  more  urgent 
work  in  connection  with  civil  defence,  billeting,  etc. 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  was  238.  These  were 
inspected  following  complaints  by  the  tenants,  and  the  notices  which 
were  served  informally  on  the  owners  in  respect  of  the  137  houses, 
which  were  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation,  dealt  only  with  the  more  pressing  items  of  essential 
repair. 

Three  dwelling-houses  were  reported  under  Section  1 1  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  incapable 
of  being  rendered  so  fit  at  a  reasonable  expense.  The  action  to  be 
taken  in  these  cases  was  still  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Under  Section  62  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  one  certificate, 
with  information  relating  to  two  houses,  was  supplied  on  the 
application  of  an  owner  for  the  number  of  persons  constituting  the 
“permitted  number.” 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


1 .  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  (a)  238 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  (b)  364 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  .  .  . .  (a)  3 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  (b)  6 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  3 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  • .  137 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  107 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners .  1 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  Nil 
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Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936— Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (/)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  8 

(//)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  . .  . .  8 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . .  . .  66 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . 4 

(c)  (/)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  6 

(//)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  .  .  49 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  again  became 
overcrowded  after  the  local  authority  had  taken  steps 

for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  . .  . .  .  .  Nil 


(c) 


(d) 


SECTION  V. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  persons  registered  as  cow-keepers, 
dairymen  and  retail  purveyors  of  milk,  and  of  alterations  made 
in  the  Registers  during  the  year  are  set  out  in  the  report  of  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Tuberculin  tested  milk  is  produced  at  three  farms  in  the  Borough 
and  Accredited  milk  at  10.  Samples  of  milk  were  taken  at  these 
farms  at  frequent  intervals  by  officers  of  the  County  Council  and, 
with  four  exceptions,  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

Veterinary  Inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  reported 
the  action  taken  by  them  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1938  in 
relation  to  five  cows  in  the  Borough. 

The  procedure  followed  in  the  sampling  of  milk  is  in  all  respects 
similar  to  that  described  in  previous  reports.  One  hundred  and  six 
samples  (including  16  of  pasteurised  milk)  were  submitted  to 
bacteriological  examination,  with  the  results  set  out  in  Table  IV. 

The  four  samples  which  were  proved  on  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli  involved  two  dairy  herds.  The  results 
were  reported  to  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  through  the  County  Medical  Officer. 
The  subsequent  investigations  made  by  the  Divisional  Inspector  led 
to  the  discovery  at  each  farm  of  one  tuberculous  cow  ;  the  infected 
animals  were  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 

TABLE  IV. 

RESULTS  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF 

MILK. 

1.  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test,  etc. 


(a)  Untreated  Milk. 


No.  of 
Samples. 

Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Colifori 

n  Test. 

v  Within  Accredited 
Standard. 

Satis¬ 

factory. 

Unsatis¬ 

factory. 

Satis¬ 

factory. 

Unsatis¬ 

factory. 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

90 

78 

12 

78 

12 

78 

86.6 

(. b )  Pasteurised  Milk. 

No.  of 
Samples. 

Below  1 
bacter 
milli 

00,000 
ia  per 
itre. 

More  than  100,000 
bacteria  per 
millilitre. 

PhosphaJ 

Satis¬ 

factory. 

use  Test. 

Unsatis¬ 

factory. 

B.  Coli  + 

B.  Coli  — 

B.  Coli  + 

B.  Col  — 

16 

— 

16 

— 

— 

15 

1 

2.  Biological  Examination. 

■» 


No.  of 

Samples. 

Tubercle  Bacilli  + 

%  Tubercle  Bacilli  -f- 

86 

4 

4.65 
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The  proportion  of  samples  coming  within  accredited  standard  is 
appreciably  higher  than  any  previously  recorded.  Samples  containing 
living  tubercle  bacilli  represent  4.65  per  cent,  of  the  total,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  9.64  per  cent,  in  1943,  and  an  annual  average  of  5.53  per 
cent,  for  the  10  years  1934-1943. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1936  and  1938. 

Licences,  as  under,  for  the 'sale  of  designated  milk  were  granted 
to  four  retailers  in  the  area  : — 


Tuberculin  Tested 

Tuberculin  Tested — bottling  licence 

Pasteuriser’s  licence  .. 

Pasteurised  (Supplementary) 


4 

1 

1 

1 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 
1924,  is  described  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
which  also  includes  an  account  of  unsound  food  destroyed  and 
particulars  of  inspections  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared. 

Adulteration,  etc. 

No  special  action  was  necer°ary  under  the  Artificial  Cream 
Act,  1929,  the  Public  Health  (Dried' Milk)  Regulations,  1923  and 
1927,  nor  under  the  Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations, 
1923  and  1927. 

All  articles  submitted  to  the  Analyst  were  examined  for  the 
presence  of  preservatives  in  accordance  with  the  Public  Health 
(Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925  to  1939,  but  no 
infringement  of  the  Regulations  was  reported. 

The  action  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  is 
described  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

Samples  for  chemical  analysis  are  sent  to  the  Council’s  Analyst, 
Mr.  E.  Hinks,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.,  and  samples  of  milk  for  bacteriological 
examination  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  Limited.  Bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  of  other  kinds  of  food  was  not  called  for  during 
the  year. 

Shellfish  (Molluscan). 

There  are  no  shellfish  beds  or  layings  in  the  district.  The 
shellfish  on  sale  locally  are  obtained  from  the  London  Markets, 
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so  that  no  information  is  available  as  to  the  layings  from  which  the 
shellfish  are  derived. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Shellfish) 
Regulations,  1934,  nor  under  the  Public  Health  (Cleansing  of  Shell¬ 
fish)  Act,  1932. 


SECTION  VI. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Provision  of  Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation. 

The  arrangements  made  for  the  isolation  in  hospital  of  the 
infectious  sick  have  not  been  altered  and  are  fully  described  in 
recent  reports. 

4  For  several  years  it  has  been  the  practice  to  encourage  the  home 
isolation  of  certain  infections  in  which,  having  due  regard  to  the 
facilities  available,  the  occupations  followed  by  members  of  the 
household  and  other  relevant  circumstances,  effective  precautions 
can  be  taken.  In  view  of  existing  housing  conditions,  the  acute 
shortage  of  nursing  and  domestic  staff  and  the  segregation  of  many 
children  in  hostels  and  residential  institutions,  home  isolation  has 
become  increasingly  difficult,  and  a  proportionately  greater  number 
of  infectious  cases  have  been  removed  to  hospital.  For  the  same 
reasons,  many  cases  of  minor  infectious  illness,  such  as  chicken-pox 
and  german  measles,  which  would  normally  be  treated  in  their  own 
homes,  have  also  been  recommended  for  admission  to  hospital.  In 
spite  of  the  demands  thus  made  on  the  isolation  hospital  accommo¬ 
dation  available,  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  operate  the  scheme 
for  mutual  assistance  already  agreed  with  neighbouring  isolation 
hospital  authorities. 

On  several  occasions,  however,  there  has  been  difficulty  and  delay 
in  securing  the  admission  of  infectious  persons  to  the  Reigate  Joint 
Isolation  Hospital,  usually  because  of  shortage  of  nursing  staff. 
Difficulty  is  usually  greatest  when  a  variety  of  infectious  diseases 
are  under  treatment,  and  could  scarcely  be  avoided  in  the  absence 
of  adequate  and  properly  staffed  cubicle  ward  accommodation.  The 
Joint  Hospital  Board  should  give  serious  consideration  to  the  advis¬ 
ability  of  making  the  necessary  adaptations  to  provide  accommoda¬ 
tion  of  this  type.  In  the  meantime,  it  should  be  recognised  that  it  is 
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the  responsibility  of  the  Joint  Board  to  provide  accommodation  for 
infectious  persons  requiring  it  and,  if  unable  to  do  so,  to  secure 
suitable  accommodation  elsewhere,  under  the  reciprocal  arrange¬ 
ments  already  in  force. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  action  taken  on  receipt  of  a  notification  that  a  person  is 
suffering  from  an  infectious  disease  is  fully  described  in  previous 
reports. 

The  exclusion  from  school  of  infected  persons  and  contacts  is 
carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  joint 
Memorandum  issued  in  1 927  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  Board  of 
Education,  and  amended  in  August,  1942. 

Table  V  shows  the  number  of  the  various  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis)  recorded  in  the  area  during  the 
52  weeks  ended  30th  December,  1944,  classified  according  to  the  age 
of  the  patient,  together  with  the  numbers  of  cases  removed  to 
hospital,  and  the  total  deaths  from  each  disease.  Comparative 
statistics  are  given  in  Table  VI.  The  prevalence  of  the  various 
diseases  is  reviewed  below. 

Small-pox. 

No  case  of  small-pox  was  notified  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 

It  was  reported,  however,  that  eight  persons  who  had  recently 
arrived  in  the  Borough  had  been  in  contact  with  definite  or  suspected 
cases  of  the  disease,  either  in  this  country  or  abroad.  All  were  kept 
under  surveillance  for  the  prescribed  period. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  did  not  perform  any  primary 
vaccination  or  re-vaccination  under  the  Public  Health  (Small-pox 
Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Scarlet  fever  was  not  unduly  prevalent.  Sixty  cases  of  the  disease 
were  notified,  representing  a  case  rate  of  1.65  per  thousand  popula¬ 
tion,  as  compared  with  2.63  in  1943  and  an  annual  average  of  1.80 
for  the  10  years  1933  to  1942. 

Three  cases  occurred  in  the  Royal  Earlswood  Institution,  where 
they  were  isolated  and  treated,  four  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with  in 
their  own  homes  and  the  remaining  53  were  admitted  to  the  Reigate 
Joint  Isolation  Hospital.  In  addition,  11  suspected  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  were  removed  to  hospital,  including  several  from  residential 


25 


> 

PP 

H-l 

PP 

< 

H 


x- 

ON 


Pd 

< 

PP 

pp 

I 

H 


oo 

P-1 

00 

< 

pp 


oo 

D 

O 

•— i 

H 

U 

PP 

tu 

z 


< 

H 

W 

o 

o 

pH 

oo 

PP 

H 

C 

P< 

PP 

oo 

< 

U 


o 

o 


<D 

> 


^hJ0 

as  «’3  x 
w  —  ^  H 

PH  q/ 

CO  1—1  33  |_| 
W  <  G  CQ 
H  H  3 
<  O 

X  H 


,  _ _ _  g 

S3  2  '* 
CP  D.  >, 

Dh 


Tf 

eo 


m 

lO 

NO 

i— • 

(N 

1 - 1 

o 

rn 

ON 

Tj" 

C 

t-H 

T- H 

<N 

1 

3.2 

r-  co  (N  co  oo 

<D  C 

ON  T-H  OO  ON  NO 

c  o 
^  £ 

©  T-I  ©  ©  © 

CO 

u 

"Oo 

3 

<d 


Z 

O 

»-H 

H 

< 

P 

P 

Oh 

O 

CP 

z 

< 

p 


U 

c 

o 

o 


oi 

UJ 

OO 

co 

w 

H 

< 

X 


co 

^PS 

5-h  <D 

W.a 

c/o 


r"  C^3 

.&‘S 


oo 

IT) 


r- 

NO 


ON 

NO 


Q  OO  Ml 
X5  • 

os  o  <5 
b  .c  > 

D-  ^ 


o  <-> 

.G  « 


o 

o 


o 

o 


o 

o 


o 

o 


o 

d 


o 

d 


CO 

JD 

£ 

T3 

G 

o3 

X) 

G 

PS 

’Ho 

c 

W 


03  . 

CD 

l-H 

a 

c  G 
3  o 

X! 

oo  ^ 

O 

Ul  C 
5  Xl 

PP  3 
So  c 

-4—* 

C  „ 

G  oo 
O  G 

u  £ 

o 

no  H 
cl 


3co 
G-cn 
o  ^ 

pH 

H->  4-> 

G  3 
<D 
"O 

•35  § 

<D  g 

C*°~ 

wO 

c 

£  o 
°  o 

H°„ 
.  ^ 
S3  <n 


eo 

o 


o 

d 


o 

o 


o3 

£ 

00 

oo 

cT 


co 

G  3 
n  1/3 
.2  G 


o3 


<D 

U 


G 

3 

O 

u 

<D 

_> 

’-P 

3 

Vh 


X) 

< 

G 

O 

X 

G 

O 

hP 


NO 

— i 

3" 

oo 

co 

m 

on 

ON 

q 

5 

5 

CO 

c4 

ON 

(N 

oo 

r-~ 

in 

CN 

co 

<N 

co 

o 

o 

o 

d 

o 

o 

Whoop 

ing 

Cough 

2.49 

, 

2.49 

2.29 

2.90 

2.72 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

2  .40 

2.41 

2.67 

1.57 

1.65 

i 

o  _  . 

n  3  o 

in 

NO 

Tf 

NO 

<N 

•S.E  > 

O 

o 

o 

o 

O 

In  ^  5 

d 

d 

o 

d 

d 

o 

o 


ri 

O 


03 

-+H 

03 

.Sf 

*s 

X 


27 


institutions  ;  the  majority  of  these  were  subsequently  reported  to  be 
suffering  from  non-notifiable  infective  tonsillitis.  Children  recently 
discharged  from  the  Isolation  Hospital  were  inspected  by  the  staff 
of  the  School  Medical  Service,  to  ascertain  their  fitness  or  otherwise 
to  return  to  school.  Extended  periods  of  exclusion  from  school  were 
recommended  in  several  cases. 

The  disease  did  not  present  any  epidemiological  features  of 
special  importance.  The  geographical  distribution  was  fairly 
widespread,  with  relatively  few  secondary  or  associated  cases. 
Seasonal  preference  was  not  marked,  though  notifications  were 
somewhat  more  numerous  in  the  early  months  of  the  year.  Most 
cases  appeared  to  be  mild  in  type  and  comparatively  free  from 
serious  complications  or  sequelae.  For  the  ninth  consecutive  year 
no  mortality  was  ascribed  to  scarlet  fever. 

Diphtheria. 

There  were  only  four  notifications  of  diphtheria,  of  which  one 
related  to  a  case  of  diphtheritic  infection  of  the  skin.  The  case  rate 
for  the  disease  was  0. 1 1  per  thousand  population,  which  is  the  second 
lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  Borough.  It  is  especially  noteworthy 
that  no  case  of  the  disease  was  observed  in  a  person  under  the  age  of 
1 5  years  and  that  no  mortality  was  ascribed  to  this  cause. 

Five  suspected  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Reigate  Joint  Hospital 
for  observation,  but  were  subsequently  reported  to  be  suffering  from 
tonsillitis  of  non-diphtheritic  origin.  Two  suspected  carriers,  who 
had  been  admitted  to  general  hospitals  in  the  Borough  from  outside 
areas,  were  also  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Diphtheria  Anti-toxin. 

The  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  anti-diphtheritic  serum  have 
not  been  altered  and  are  fully  described  in  previous  reports.  No 
request  for  serum  was  received  during  the  year. 

Schick  Testing  and  Artificial  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

The  work  carried  out  at  the  Council’s  Clinics  during  the  year 


is  summarised  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  persons  Schick  tested 

4 

Number  giving  positive  reaction  .  . 

3 

Percentage  giving  positive  reaction 

. .  75% 

Number  of  persons  re-tested 

2 

Number  giving  negative  reaction  . . 

2 

Percentage  giving  negative  reaction 

. .  100% 
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Number  of  persons  completely  immunised  : — 

Pre-school  children  . .  . .  . .  281  (2) 

School  children  . .  . .  . .  . .  92  (8) 

Others  .  4  (10) 


Total  ..  377  (20) 


Number  of  persons  partially  immunised  : — 

Pre-school  children  . .  . .  . .  73  (1) 

School  children  . .  . .  . .  . .  26  (2) 

Others  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 


Total  . .  99  (3) 

» 

Total  number  of  inoculations  given  . .  1,313 

Prophylactic  used — Toxoid  Anti-toxin  Floccules. 

(The  figures  in  brackets  are  additional  and  relate  to  evacuated 

children.) 

Primary  and  posterior  Schick  testing  was  practically  suspended 
during  the  year, in  order  that  priority  might  be  given  to  new  applicants 
for  immunisation.  As  the  majority  of  new  applicants  were  under  the 
age  of  five  years  and  as  children  in  this  age  group  are  usually  Schick 
positive,  preliminary  testing  for  susceptibility  did  not  appear  to  be 
indicated.  Posterior  Schick  testing,  i.e.  the  testing  of  immunised 
subjects  to  ascertain  if  maximum  protection  against  diphtheria  has 
been  secured,  will  be  resumed  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit. 

It  is  estimated  that  at  least  65  per  cent,  of  children  under  the  age 
of  five  years  and  60  per  cent,  of  those  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
15  years  had  completed  the  full  course  of  immunisation  under  the 
Council’s  scheme  at  the  end  of  1944.  These  figures  do  not  include 
immunisation  carried  out  at  the  large  residential  institutions  in  the 
Bofough  or  by  private  medical  practitioners,  of  which  complete 
records  are  not  available.  No  case  of  noticeable  reaction  following 
inoculation  was  reported,  nor  of  the  occurrence  of  diphtherja  in  a 
person  who  had  been  artificially  immunised  against  the  disease. 

Enteric  Fever. 

A  visitor  to  the  Borough  was  admitted  to  the  East  Surrey 
Hospital  a  few  days  after  her  arrival  and  was  found  to  be  suffering 
from  enteric  fever.  At  her  own  request,  she  was  removed  to  an  isola¬ 
tion  hospital  near  her  home  in  London.  The  usual  action  was  taken 
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with  regard  to  contacts,  and  all  relevant  particulars  were  sent  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  in  which,  it  was  thought, 
the  disease  had  been  contracted. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Eighteen  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified.  Of  these, 
16  were  under  treatment  in  the  Redhill  County  Hospital,  one  in  the 
East  Surrey  Hospital  and  one  in  a  private  nursing  home.  Only  six 
of  the  notifications  related  to  women  normally  resident  in  the 
Borough. 

Cerebro-spioai  Fever. 

One  case  of  cerebro-spinal  fever,  or  meningococcal  meningitis, 
was  notified  during  the  year  and  was  successfully  isolated  and 
treated  in  the  East  Surrey  Hospital.  The  diagnosis  in  this  case  was 
confirmed  by  bacteriological  methods. 

Acute  Anterior  Polio-myelitis. 

One  of  the  inmates  of  a  hostel  for  evacuated  children  was 
admitted  to  the  local  isolation  hospital  as  a  suspected  case  of  acute 
anterior  polio-myelitis,  or  infantile  paralysis.  The  other  inmates  of 
the  hostel  were  kept  in  quarantine  until  it  was  reported  that  the 
provisional  diagnosis  had  not  been  confirmed. 

Pneumonia. 

The  incidence  of  pneumonia,  as  judged  by  the  number  of  noti¬ 
fications,  was  appreciably  lower  than  usual.  Twenty-five  cases  were 
notified,  of  which  nine  were  treated  in  hospitals  or  private  nursing 
homes  and  the. remainder  in  their  own  homes.  Most  of  the  home- 
treated  cases  were  investigated  by  the  Health  Visitors,  who  reported 
that  adequate  facilities  for  isolation  and  treatment  were  available  in 
every  case  and  that  the  provision  of  skilled  nursing  assistance,  for 
which  arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Borough  Council,  did 
not  appear  to  be  necessary.  In  several  instances,  trained  nurses  were 
already  in  attendance. 

Twenty-five  deaths  were  attributed  to  pneumonia.  Although 
this  does  not  represent  an  unduly  high  mortality  from  this  cause,  it 
would  appear  to  be  excessive  in  relation  to  the  number  of  cases 
notified.  This  is  not  entirely  explained  by  failure  of  medical  practi¬ 
tioners  to  notify  cases  on  which  they  were  in  attendance,  though 
several  cases  did  undoubtedly  escape  notification.  It  is  noteworthy, 
however,  that  only  one  death  occurred  among  the  notified  cases  ; 
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this  probably  represents  the  true  mortality  rate  for  the  disease,  having 
regard  to  the  efficacy  of  modern  methods  of  treatment.  On  analysis 
of  the  returns  of  death  it  would  appear  that  the  undue  proportion 
of  deaths  attributed  to  pneumonia  is  the  result  of  faulty  assignment 
by  the  Registrar-General’s  department.  For  example,  pneumonia 
occurring  as  a  secondary  or  terminal  condition,  and  not  therefore 
notifiable  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Regulations,  has  in  many 
instances  been  selected  as  the  primary  cause  of  death  and  erroneously 
assigned  to  that  heading. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

The  only  notification  of  this  disease  was  in  respect  of  a  baby 
born  in  the  Redhill  County  Hospital,  where  it  remained  under 
treatment.  It  was  later  reported  that  recovery  had  been  complete 
and  without  permanent  injury  to  the  eyes  or  impairment  of  vision. 

Dysentery. 

Seven  persons  were  notified  to  be  suffering  from  bacillary 
dysentery  of  Sonne  type.  Six  were  successfully  treated  in  their 
own  homes  ;  the  seventh,  an  infant  of  four  months  who  had  recently 
arrived  in  this  country  from  abroad,  was  admitted  to  the  East 
Surrey  Hospital,  where  it  died.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the 
disease  was  much  more  prevalent  than  the  number  of  notifications 
would  suggest,  but,  owing  to  the  mildness  and  brief  duration  of 
symptoms,  many  cases  undoubtedly  passed  unnoticed. 

Whooping  Cough. 

This  disease  exhibited  some  increase  in  prevalence  in  the  early 
months  of  the  year,  when  a  total  of  99  cases  were  notified.  A  further 
34  cases  were  reported  in  children  who  were  not  under  medical 
care  and,  in  consequence,  not  formally  notified.  The  heaviest 
incidence  was  amongst  younger  children  and  those  attending  infants 
departments,  at  one  of  which  (Lesbourne  Lands)  the  attendance  for 
one  week  in  January  fell  below  60  per  cent. 

Two  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Reigate  Joint  Hospital,  because 
of  difficulty  in  home  isolation.  The  remainder  were  investigated  by 
the  Health  Visitors  with  a  view  to  the  provision  of  skilled  nursing 
assistance,  where  it  appeared  to  be  necessary. 

The  only  death  from  whooping  cough  was  of  an  infant  of  four 
weeks,  in  whom  the  original  infection  was  complicated  by  broncho¬ 
pneumonia.  This  is  equivalent  to  a  mortality  rate  of  0.02,  which 
approximates  to  the  annual  average  rate  for  the  Borough. 
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Measles. 

The  incidence  of  measles  was  somewhat  below  the  average. 
Sixty-three  cases  of  the  disease  were  notified,  mainly  in  the  early 
months  of  the  year  and  concurrently  with  increase  in  prevalence 
of  whooping  cough.  Several  children  suffered  from  both  infections 
simultaneously  or  contracted  one  during  convalescence  from  the 
other.  The  unusually  low  prevalence  amongst  children  under  school 
age  is  noteworthy  and  of  favourable  significance,  as  mortality  from 
the  disease  and  the  liability  to  disabling  complications  are  generally 
much  greater  in  early  infancy.  Associated  cases  in  hostels  and  other 
residential  institutions  were  not  uncommon. 

Three  notified  cases  and  four  non-notified  cases  were  admitted 
to  the  Reigate  Joint  Hospital  from  homes  or  institutions  in  which 
adequate  isolation  could  not  be  enforced.  Home-treated  cases  were 
investigated  by  the  health  visiting  staff,  who  gave  advice  with  regard 
to  isolation  and  the  precautions  to  be  observed  to  prevent  spread  of 
» infection. 

The  disease  appeared  to  be  mild  in  type  and  relatively  free  from 
serious  complications  and  sequelae.  No  mortality  was  attributed  to 
measles.  Prophylactic  serum  was  not  extensively  used  for  the 
prevention  or  attenuation  of  measles,  and  was  supplied  to  only  one 
medical  practitioner  for  the  partial  immunisation  of  susceptible 
contacts. 

Erysipelas. 

Two  persons  were  notified  to  be  suffering  from  erysipelas.  Both 
were  admitted  to  hospital,  together  with  two  suspected  cases  of  the 
disease  ;  all  recovered  satisfactorily. 

Tuberculosis. 

Fifty  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  and  nine  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  of  other  organs  were  reported  during  the  year.  Forty-nine 
were  cases  notified  for  the  first  time,  seven  were  reported  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer  on  transference  from  other  districts  in  which 
they  had  already  been  notified  and  three  became  known  through 
the  Registrar’s  returns  of  deaths. 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  which  came  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  are  set 
out  in  Table  VII,  together  with  an  analysis  of  the  deaths  in  the  area 
from  this  disease  during  the  same  period. 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  is  the  highest 
recorded  in  the  Borough  in  the  past  20  years  and  represents  an 
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incidence  rate  of  1.37  per  thousand  population,  as  compared  with 
an  annual  average  of  0.60  for  the  10  years  1934  to  1943.  Practically 
*  the  whole  of  the  increase  is  due  to  the  greater  number  of  cases 
discovered  amongst  males  over  the  age  of  35  years,  though  females 
over  the  age  of  65  years  made  slightly  more  than  their  usual  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  total  number  of  notified  cases.  It  has  been  reported 
from  time  to  time  that  the  incidence  rate  for  the  country  as  a  whole 
has  shown  an  alarming  increase  during  the  war  years,  but  this  has 
not  until  now  been  noticeably  reflected  in  local  statistics. 

The  greater  prevalence  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  is  undoubtedly 
a  matter  of  grave  concern  and  is  probably  attributable  to  a  variety 
of  factors  arising  directly  or  indirectly  from  the  war.  There  can  be 
little  doubt  that  the  fatigue  resulting  from  long  hours  of  work  and 
disturbed  sleep,  the  restricted  supply  of  animal  fat  in  the  diet,  the 
lack  of  adequate  ventilation  associated  with  black-out  arrangements 
and  the  overcrowding  of  dwellings  and  of  public  and  domestic  air 
raid  shelters  have  all  tended  to  lower  individual  resistance  to  infec¬ 
tion  and  to  favour  spread  of  the  disease.  Existing  housing  conditions 
and  the  seriously  limited  accommodation  at  present  available  in 
hospitals  and  sanatoria  have  rendered  it  practically  impossible,  in 
many  instances,  to  secure  effective  isolation  of  infectious  cases  of 
tuberculosis. 

There  have  thus  been  increased  opportunities  for  the  dissemina¬ 
tion  of  infection  and,  at  the  same  time,  severe  limitation  of  the  means 
of  prevention  and  control.  It  is  probably  true  that  mass  radiography 
and  the  medical  examination  of  recruits  for  the  fighting  services 
have  led  to  the  detection  of  early  cases  that  might  otherwise  have 
escaped  notice  for  some  time  ;  nevertheless,  there  is  ample  evidence 
of  a  definite  and  substantial  increase  in  the  prevalence  of  respiratory 
tuberculosis.  Adequate  housing,  which  will  form  a  major  item  in 
post-war  planning,  is  perhaps  the  most  important  single  factor  in 
checking  further  advance  in  incidence. 

It  is  especially  noteworthy  that,  notwithstanding  the  sharp 
increase  in  the  prevalence  of  respiratory  tuberculosis,  the  mortality 
from  this  form  of  the  disease  was  exceedingly  low.  This  tends  to 
support  the  view  that  new  cases,  though  more  numerous,  were  less 
advanced  and,  in  consequence,  less  liable  to  prove  fatal.  It  may  also 
be  observed  that  mortality  was  heaviest  amongst  persons  in  the  later 
age  groups,  in  which  increase  in  prevalence  of  the  disease  was  less 
conspicuous. 

The  prevalence  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis,  on  the  other 
hand,  has  fallen  fairly  steadily  since  1940,  when  an  incidence  rate 
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of  0.47  per  thousand  population  was  recorded  ;  the  rate  for  1944  was 
0.24.  It  has  been  established  that  the  infection  in  many  of  these  cases 
is  derived  from  bovine  sources.  This  tends  to  explain  the  high 
proportion  of  cases  amongst  children  in  the  younger  age  groups,  in 
which  untreated  milk  is  most  likely  to  be  the  vehicle  of  infection. 
The  decline  in  prevalence  during  the  war  years  may  reasonably  be 
attributed  to  the  extensive  substitution  of  sterile  milk  powders  for 
raw  or  untreated  milk.  This  affords  an  indication  of  the  further 
decline  that  may  be  expected  as  a  result  of  compulsory  and  efficient  ' 
pasteurisation  of  milk  supplies. 

A  register  is  kept  of  the  names,  addresses  and  other  particulars 
relating  to  known  cases  of  tuberculosis.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
there  remained  on  the  Register  the  names  of  197  persons,  of  whom 
131  (61  males,  70  females),  were  suffering  from  respiratory  tuber¬ 
culosis,  and  66  (39  males,  27  females),  from  tuberculosis  of  other 
organs. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  The  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade),  nor  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating  to  the  com¬ 
pulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis). 

Many  tuberculous  persons  and  their  families  have  been  greatly 
assisted  by  the  voluntary  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee,  which  works 
in  close  association  with  local  tuberculosis  dispensaries.  The  assis¬ 
tance  granted  during  the  year  included  the  supply  of  extra  nourish¬ 
ment,  fuel,  bedding,  clothing,  sick-room  requisites,  etc.,  and  the 
payment  of  fares,  pocket  money  and  other  incidental  expenses  which 
could  not  be  met  from  official  sources.  In  addition,  several  con¬ 
valescent  patients  were  enabled  to  obtain  suitable  employment,  and 
claims  were  prepared  on  their  behalf  for  submission  to  other  voluntary 
agencies  from  which  they  were  entitled  to  receive  financial  help.  In 
many  other  directions  the  activities  of  the  Committee  have  been  the 
means  of  relieving  the  necessities  and  anxieties  of  tuberculous 
persons  and  their  dependants.  The  importance  and  usefulness  of  the 
Committee  have  been  greatly  extended  by  the  admission  to  its 
membership  of  a  Care  Almoner  appointed  by  the  Surrey  County 
Council. 
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NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Influenza. 

There  was  an  extensive  epidemic  of  influenza  in  Reigate  and 
district  from  December,  1943,  until  the  middle  of  February,  1944. 
Emergency  arrangements  were  made  through  local  voluntary 
organisations  for  assisting  stricken  households,  and  medical  practi¬ 
tioners  were  made  aware  of  the  help  that  could  be  obtained  from 
military  medical  authorities,  should  it  be  required.  The  death-rate 
for  the  disease  was  comparatively  low. 

Food  Poisoning. 

It  was  reported  that  the  death  of  a  young  child  was  thought  to  be 
caused  by  food  poisoning.  Full  investigation  of  all  the  circumstances 
and  the  results  of  detailed  examination  of  suspected  articles  of  food 
and  of  the  excretions  did  not  support  this  view.  It  was  later  estab¬ 
lished  by  post-morten  examination  that  death  was  due  to  an  acute 
infection,  quite  unassociated  with  the  ingestion  of  unsound  or 
impure  food. 

Other  Diseases. 

The  other  infectious  and  contagious  diseases  reported  included 
chicken-pox  (156  cases),  german  measles  (29  cases),  infective 
conjunctivitis  (15  cases),  mumps  (13  cases)  and  impetigo  (11  cases). 

Cases  of  gastro-enteritis  were  reported  from  time  to  time  during 
the  year.  The  symptoms  in  most  cases  were  mild  in  type  and  of  short 
duration,  except  in  very  young  infants,  several  of  whom  succumbed. 
Bacteriological  examination  of  specimens  from  selected  cases  did 
not  disclose  the  presence  of  organisms  of  the  food  poisoning  groups, 
nor  of  any  impurity  of  food  or  water  to  which  the  symptoms  might 
be  attributable.  There  was  reason  to  believe,  however,  that  the  illness 
was  infective  in  origin,  though  the  causal  organism  could  not  be 
identified. 

Disinfection. 

There  are  facilities  at  the  Disinfecting  Station  for  the  sterilisation 
of  articles  that  have  been  exposed  to  infection,  and  for  the  cleansing 
of  verminous  persons  and  their  belongings.  Provision  has  recently 
been  made  for  the  treatment  by  formalin  vapour  of  books  and  other 
articles  which  are  unsuitable  for  disinfection  by  super-heated  steam. 
The  work  undertaken  at  the  Disinfecting  Station  during  the  year  is 
summarised  in  a  later  section  of  this  report. 
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Bacteriological  Work. 

The  bacteriological  examination  of  specimens  for  medical 
practitioners  in  connection  with  infectious  disease  is  carried  out 
by  the  Pathologist  at  the  East  Surrey  Hospital.  Specimens  may 
also  be  sent  to  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories  in  London. 

The  following  specimens  were  examined  during  the  year  with 
the  results  indicated  : — 

A.  Swabs  Examined  for  the  Presence  of  : — 

(a)  Diphtheria  bacillus  : — 

(/)  Swabs  from  throat  : — 

Result. 

Posi-  Nega- 


tive. 

tive. 

Total 

Prom  suspected  cases  of  diphtheria 

2 

105 

107 

Prom  contacts  of  diphtheria 

— 

8 

8 

(//)  Swabs  from  nose  : — 

Prom  suspected  cases  of  diphtheria 

— 

28 

28 

From  contacts  of  diphtheria 

— 

6 

6 

(iii)  Swabs  from  ear 

From  suspected  cases  of  diphtheria 

1 

13 

14 

(b)  Other  Pathogenic  Organisms  : — 

(/')  Swabs  from  throat 

43 

94 

137 

(ii)  Swabs  from  nose 

1 

12 

13 

(iii)  Swabs  from  ear 

— 

6 

6 

(iv)  Swab  from  vagina 

— 

1 

1 

(v)  Swab  from  gum 

1 

— 

1 

Sputum  Examined  for  the  Presence  of  : — 

The  Tubercle  Bacillus  : — 

(/)  From  suspected  cases 

5 

29 

34 

Faeces  Examined  for  the  Presence  of  : — 

(a)  B.  Dysenteriae  (Sonne) 

6 

7 

13 

(b)  B.  Paratyphosus  B. 

— 

8 

8 

Urine  Examined  for  the  Presence  of  : — 

(a)  B.  Paratyphosus  B. 

— 

3 

3 

UNCLEANLINESS. 

Pediculosis. 

Before  the  outbreak  of  war,  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor 
conducted  mothercraft  classes  weekly  at  the  Health  Centre.  Arrange¬ 
ments  were  also  made  for  part  of  the  hygiene  course  for  senior  school 
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girls  to  be  given  in  the  various  schools  by  members  of  the  health 
visiting  staff.  Full  advantage  was  taken  of  the  opportunities  thus 
afforded  to  impress  the  importance  of  scrupulous  bodily  cleanliness 
in  the  promotion  of  good  health  and  the  maintenance  of  self-respect, 
the  inculcation  of  good  habits,  more  particularly  with  regard  to  toilet 
of  the  hair,  and  to  make  special  reference  to  the  known  role  of  the 
louse  in  the  transmission  of  disease.  The  influence  of  this  teaching 
was  unmistakably  reflected  in  a  very  much  lower  incidence  of 
uncleanliness  and  verminous  infestation,  especially  amongst  senior 
school  girls,  in  whom  such  conditions  had  formerly  been  unduly 
prevalent. 

These  activities  had  unfortunately  to  be  suspended  during  the 
war,  and  have  been  replaced  by  individual  instruction  to  mothers 
at  the  various  welfare  and  school  clinics,  at  school  medical  inspections 
and  in  the  course  of  domiciliary  visiting.  Printed  leaflets  dealing  with 
the  care  of  the  hair  and  the  prevention  and  elimination  of  verminous 
conditions  have  been  widely  distributed.  The  two  war-time  nurseries 
have  been  invaluable  as  a  means  of  ensuring  the  cleanliness  and 
training  in  good  habits  of  a  group  of  the  infant  population  who, 
because  of  the  circumstances  rendering  them  eligible  for  admission 
to  the  nurseries,  are  most  likely  to  be  to  some  extent  neglected  at 
home  in  these  respects. 

Cleanliness  inspections  are  conducted  in  the  various  schools  at 
frequent  intervals,  while  the  examination  of  infants  under  school  age, 
at  the  clinic  and  in  the  home,  invariably  includes  an  inspection  for 
the  presence  of  vermin  or  evidence  of  verminous  infestation.  Every 
case  of  infestation,  however  slight,  and  of  gross  uncleanliness  of 
person  or  clothing,  is  followed  up  until  satisfactorily  cleansed.  The 
discovery  of  such  cases  usually  leads  to  a  visit  to  the  home  for  the 
purpose  of  inspecting  beds  and  bedding,  examining  other  members 
of  the  infected  household,  where  this  appears  to  be  indicated,  and 
advising  and  assisting  the  mother  in  the  proper  methods  of  prevention 
and  treatment. 

The  cleansing  of  verminous  school  children  and  of  those  under 
school  age  is  normally  undertaken  by  their  parents,  who  are  supplied 
with  printed  instructions  and,  in  appropriate  cases,  with  disinfectant 
solution  and  medicated  soap  to  assist  them  in  dealing  with  verminous 
conditions  of  the  hair.  The  printed  instructions  are  supplemented, 
where  necessary,  by  verbal  advice  from  the  Health  Visitor.  Steel  nit 
combs  are  available,  on  loan,  from  the  various  clinics  to  parents  who 
are  unable  to  provide  their  own. 

Owing  to  war-time  conditions,  however,  it  was  found  necessary 
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to  make  special  arrangements  for  the  cleansing  of  verminous  children 
who,  for  one  reason  or  another,  could  not  be  satisfactorily  and 
promptly  cleansed  by  their  parents  or  billetors.  A  woman  was 
engaged  to  attend  at  the  Health  Centre,  as  and  when  required,  to 
undertake  the  treatment  of  severe  cases  of  pediculosis  of  the  scalp, 
under  the  supervision  of  one  of  the  Health  Visitors.  In  addition,  the 
facilities  at  the  Corporation’s  Disinfecting  Station  for  the  cleansing 
of  verminous  persons  and  their  belongings  were  utilised  when 
necessary. 

Not  a  single  instance  of  infestation  was  recorded  amongst 
infants  under  school  age.  As  regards  elementary  school  children, 
the  general  standard  of  cleanliness  was  appreciably  higher  than  any 
observed  since  the  outbreak  of  war.  In  the  course  of  10,409  examina¬ 
tions  of  local  and  evacuated  children,  the  School  Nurses  detected 
214  instances  of  uncleanliness.  Many  of  the  latter  were  cases  of 
heavy  infestation  by  head  lice  in  children  returning  to  the  Borough 
from  reception  areas.  In  this  connection  it  might  be  observed  that 
very  few  cases  of  uncleanliness,  all  of  mild  degree,  were  detected  in 
mothers  and  children  examined  prior  to  evacuation  and  that  all 
were  satisfactorily  cleansed  before  their  departure.  Verminous 
infestation  of  adults  was  mainly  confined  to  members  of  the  Women’s 
Land  Army  and  of  other  Women’s  Services  stationed  in  the  area, 
and  was  not  attributable  to  lack  of  adequate  facilities  for  ensuring 
personal  cleanliness.  The  Health  Visitors  were  frequently  called 
upon  to  visit  hostels  and  billets  in  which  such  persons  were  accom¬ 
modated  to  give  assistance  and  advice  in  connection  with  the 
prevention  and  eradication  of  infestation  by  head  lice. 

Twenty-six  cases  of  uncleanliness  were  treated  at  the  Health 
Centre,  under  the  arrangements  described  above,  and  two  at  the 
Corporation  Disinfecting  Station.  The  latter  were  not  local  residents 
and  were  cleansed  at  the  request  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
a  neighbouring  district.  Other  cases,  including  those  in  members  of 
the  Women’s  Services,  were  treated  by  Lethane  Oil,  which  proved 
to  be  highly  efficacious  as  an  insecticide  and  prophylactic  agent. 
Scabies. 

A  total  of  521  definite  and  suspected  cases  of  scabies  were  referred 
for  cleansing  under  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Borough  Council. 
All  were  treated  at  the  Redhill  Public  Baths  or  at  the  Health  Centre, 
with  the  exception  of  four,  who  were  unable  to  attend  either  of  these 
centres  and  were,  in  consequence,  dealt  with  in  their  own  homes  by 
the  Health  Visitors. 

The  number  treated  is  somewhat  greater  than  in  1943.  This, 
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however,  is  not  an  indication  of  increase  in  prevalence,  as  the 
suspected  cases  in  the  year  under  review  included  a  proportionately 
larger  number  of  home  contacts,  who  did  not  present  any  recognis¬ 
able  symptoms  of  scabies,  but  were  nevertheless  required  to  undergo 
cleansing  as  a  precautionary  measure. 

The  results  of  treatment  were  highly  satisfactory,  the  majority 
of  cases  being  pronounced  free  from  infection  within  24  hours  of  the 
institution  of  treatment.  No  instance  of  recurrence  after  treatment 
was  reported  and  very  few  of  skin  reaction  following  the  application 
of  chemical  cleansing  agents.  There  were,  however,  several  instances 
of  re-infection,  all  of  which  were  traced  to  known  sources.  Very 
little  difficulty  was  experienced  in  securing  the  attendance  of  persons 
for  cleansing  and  it  was  rarely  necessary,  therefore,  to  threaten  action 
under  the  Scabies  Order,  1941. 

Special  mention  should  again  be  made  of  the  invaluable  assistance 
given  by  members  of  local  detachments  of  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society,  who  undertook  the  cleansing  of  cases  at  the  Public  Baths  at 
Redhill,  and  of  the  Disinfecting  Officer,  who  dealt  very  promptly 
with  infected  bedding  and  clothing. 


SECTION  MI. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  services  provided  under  the  Council's  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Scheme  are,  in  most  respects,  similar  to  those  des¬ 
cribed  in  previous  reports,  and  operated  satisfactorily  throughout 
the  year. 

The  numbers  of  attendances  at  the  various  clinics  were  somewhat 
reduced  as  a  result  of  the  partial  evacuation  of  the  Borough  in  July 
and  the  enemy  air  activity  preceding  it.  Those  evacuated  from  the 
Borough  included  a  considerable  number  of  young  children  and 
their  mothers,  all  of  whom  were  medically  examined  immediately 
before  their  departure  for  the  reception  areas.  Arrangements  were 
made  for  the  admission  of  women  in  the  later  stages  of  pregnancy  to 
emergency  maternity  homes  in  safer  parts  of  the  County. 

The  attendances  at  the  various  clinics  during  the  year  are  briefly 
summarised  in  the  Tables  that  follow.  The  figures  in  brackets  are 
additional  and  relate  to  persons  temporarily  resident  in  the  Borough 
on  account  of  the  war. 
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TABLE  VIII. 

Particulars  of  Attendances  at  Ante-Natal  and  Post- 
Natal  Clinics  during  the  Year  1944. 


Ante-Natal. 

Number  of  sessions  held 
Number  of  Attendances  : — * 

(a)  Primary 

( b )  Subsequent 

Average  attendance  per  session 
Individual  patients  attending  .  . 

Post-Natal. 

Number  of  sessions  held 
Number  of  Attendances  : — 

(a)  Primary 

(b)  Subsequent 

Individual  patients  attending  . . 


Health 

Centre. 

South 

Park. 

Total. 

40 

12 

52 

65(1) 

11 

76(1) 

138  (1) 

30 

168  (1) 

5 

3 

5 

82(1) 

12 

95 

11 

1 

12 

9(1) 

1 

10(1) 

1 

— 

1 

9(1) 

1 

10(1) 

11 

, 

_ 

11 

7  (1) 

— 

7(1) 

20 

20 

17(1) 

— 

17(1) 

— 

Birth  Control. 

Number  of  sessions  held 
Total  attendances  : — 

( a )  Primary 

(b)  Subsequent 
Individual  patients  attending 

Number  of  patients  not  eligible  for  assistance 


The  figures  in  the  foregoing  Table  represent  a  decrease  in  the 
total  number  of  patients  attending  the  ante-natal  and  post-natal 
clinics.  This  is  partly  due  to  evacuation  and  partly  to  the  greater 
demand  for  admission  to  hospitals  and  maternity  homes,  at  which 
arrangements  are  made  for  ante-natal  supervision  and  post-natal 
examination. 


Domiciliary  Supervision. 

Expectant  mothers  were  supervised  in  their  homes  by  the 
Health  Visitors,  who  made  a  total  of  495  visits  to  280  expectant 
mothers,  including  323  visits  to  191  patients  not  in  attendance  at 
the  Council’s  Ante-natal  Clinics.  Most  of  the  latter  came  to  notice 
through  the  co-operation  of  the  medical  staff  of  the  Redhill  County 
Hospital. 

Obstetric  Consultant. 

Two  cases  of  obstetrical  emergency  occurring  in  private  practice 
were  examined  by  the  Borough  Obstetric  Consultant,  at  the  request 
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of  the  medical  practitioners  in  attendance.  Surgical  treatment  in  the 
Redhill  County  Hospital  was  recommended  in  one  case  and 
domiciliary  treatment  in  the  other,  with  satisfactory  results  in  both 
cases. 

Midwifery  and  Nursing  Provision. 

The  Borough  Council  paid  the  agreed  contribution  to  the 
Reigate  and  Redhill  District  Nursing  Association  in  respect  of  40 
midwifery  cases  and  88  maternity  nursing  cases.  The  staff  of  this 

Association  did  not  undertake  the  nursing  of  any  cases  of  infectious 

; 

disease  under  the  arrangement  made  by  the  Council. 

Hospital  and  Nursing  Home  Provision. 

One  abnormal  maternity  case  was  admitted  to  the  East  Surrey 
Hospital  under  the  Borough  Council’s  scheme.  Examination  by  the 
Obstetric  Consultant  prior  to  admission  to  hospital  was  not  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  necessary. 

Home  Help  Scheme. 

In  February,  1943,  consideration  was  given  to  Circular  2729  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  in  which  attention  was  drawn  to  the  difficulties 
experienced  in  many  areas  in  regard  to  the  provision  of  domestic 
assistance  for  women  confined  at  home.  It  was  reported  at  that 
time  that  an  efficient  home  help  service  had  been  in  existence  in  the 
Borough  for  several  years  following  the  last  war,  but  had  ceased  to 
operate  because  of  the  very  limited  demands  made  upon  it,  and  also 
because  of  the  extreme  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  services  of  suitable 
women  who  were  able  and  willing  to  undertake  work  of  this  nature. 
It  was  decided  to  revive  the  service  to  meet  existing  needs,  and 
appeals  were  accordingly  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and 
voluntary  agencies  for  assistance  in  recruiting  suitable  applicants 
for  employment  as  home  helps. 

The  matter  was  further  considered  in  May,  1944,  when  it  was 
reported  that  there  had  been  no  effective  response  to  the  appeals 
already  made,  and  that  there  were  several  cases  in  which  domestic 
help  was  urgently  required.  Following  the  publication  of  an  adver¬ 
tisement  in  the  local  press,  one  whole-time  and  two  part-time  home 
helps  were  engaged  to  undertake  duties  coming  strictly  within  the 
scope  of  the  Council’s  maternity  and  child  welfare  arrangements. 
Under  these  arrangements,  women  confined  in  their  own  homes  and, 
in  certain  circumstances,  expectant  mothers  and  those  with  young 
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children,  were  eligible  for  the  supply  of  domestic  assistance,  for 
which  they  were  required  to  pay  according  to  their  means. 

On  the  whole,  the  scheme  operated  satisfactorily  and  all  eligible 
applicants  for  assistance,  of  which  there  were  nine,  were  supplied 
with  the  domestic  help  they  required.  The  whole-time  home  help 
could  not  be  fully  employed  on  the  work  for  which  she  was  appointed, 
but  also  undertook  cleaning  and  caretaking  duties  at  nurseries  and 
clinics  under  the  control  of  the  Council. 

Under  a  Defence  Regulation  made  on  the  23rd  November,  1944, 
authority  was  given  for  a  much-needed  extension  of  the  home  help 
service.  Welfare  authorities  were  then  empowered  to  supply  domestic 
assistance  to  households  where,  because  of  sickness,  infirmity  or  for 
similar  reason,  such  assistance  was  urgently  necessary  and  unobtain¬ 
able  otherwise.  The  arrangements  for  the  recovery  of  all  or  part  of 
the  cost  of  domestic  help  provided  were  generally  similar  to  those 
applying  to  maternity  and  child  welfare  cases,  except  that  the 
Ministry  of  Health  undertook  to  reimburse  the  reasonable  expenses 
incurred  by  the  Borough  Council  in  work  done  under  the  powers  so 
conferred.  The  extended  service  was  in  operation  shortly  after  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Maternity  Mortality. 

For  the  third  time  in  the  past  ten  years,  no  mortality  was  attri¬ 
buted  to  puerperal  and  post-abortion  sepsis  or  other  maternal  causes. 


Births. 


Particulars  of  live  births  recorded  in  the 

area  during 

the  year 

are  as  follows  : — 

* 

borough 

Non- 

residents. 

residents. 

Total. 

Notified  by  doctors  . . 

326 

208 

534 

Notified  by  midwives 

283 

606 

889 

Notified  by  Registrar 

23 

7 

30 

Total 

632 

821 

1453 

One  thousand,  four  hundred  and  twenty-three  births, 

or  97.93 

per  cent,  of  the  total,  were  officially  notified,  the  remainder  being 
reported  to  the  Public  Health  Department  by  the  local  Registrar. 

The  nett  live  births  accredited  to  the  area  by  the  Registrar- 
General  were  653,  of  which  593  were  legitimate  and  60  illegitimate. 
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Still-births. 


Still-births  in  the  area  during 

the  year  were 

notified  as 

follows : — 

Borough 

Non¬ 

residents. 

residents. 

Total. 

Notified  by  doctors  . . 

2 

9 

11 

Notified  by  midwives 

4 

24 

28 

Notified  by  Registrar 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

7 

33 

40 

The  nett  still-births  assigned  to  the  area  by  the  Registrar- 
General  were  12,  of  which  six  were  of  males  and  six  of  females.  This 
is  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  18.04  per  1,000  total  births,  which  is 
considerably  lower  than  any  previously  recorded. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

The  numbers  of  attendances  and  of  children  attending  the  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics  were  somewhat  lower  than  in  1943. 

There  was,  however,  an  appreciable  increase  in  the  number  of 
infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  who  were  brought  to  the  Clinics  for 
the  first  time.  The  number  of  such  infants  represents  55.4  per  cent, 
of  the  live  births  accredited  to  the  area,  as  compared  with  53.0  per 
cent,  in  the  previous  year. 

It  has  for  some  time  been  recognised  that  mothers  and  children 
living  in  the  southern  part  of  Earlswood  are  somewhat  remote  from 
existing  clinic  services,  and  that  distance  and  travelling  difficulties 
preclude  many  from  taking  full  advantage  of  the  facilities  already 
provided. 

On  1st  March,  1944,  it  was  recommended  and  approved  that 
the  establishment  of  a  Clinic  in  Earlswood  should  be  considered  in 
connection  with  post-war  development  of  the  maternity  and  child 
welfare  service.  The  matter  was  further  considered  towards  the  end 
of  the  year,  at  the  urgent  request  of  Earlswood  residents.  It  was  at 
that  time  reported  that,  in  the  area  in  question,  there  were  approxi¬ 
mately  220  children  under  five  years  of  age,  of  whom  at  least  146 
were  in  regular  attendance  at  welfare  clinics  in  other  parts  of  the 
Borough.  The  Council  decided  that  an  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  should 
be  held  once  or  twice  weekly  in  Earlswood  for  a  period  of  12  to  18 
months  as  a  preliminary  to  the  provision,  at  a  later  stage,  of  suitable 
premises  and  extended  services,  should  the  need  for  these  be  estab¬ 
lished.  In  the  absence  of  suitable  accommodation  in  a  convenient 
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situation  for  present  and  future  clinic  needs,  and  because  of  the  ban 
on  new  building  and  on  the  supply  of  prefabricated  huts,  it  was 
necessary  to  consider  the  renting  of  rooms  in  a  private  house  to 
serve  temporarily  as  an  Infant  Welfare  Clinic.  The  arrangements 
for  this  purpose  were  practically  completed  before  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  permits  had  been  obtained  for  the  purchase  of  the 
apparatus  and  equipment  required. 

TABLE  IX. 

Particulars  of  Attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Clinics 


DURING  THE  YEAR  1944. 


Health 

Centre. 

South 

Park. 

Merstham. 

Total. 

Number  of  sessions  held 

82 

101 

40 

223 

Average  attendance  per  session 

37 

45 

23 

38 

Number  of  children  who  atten¬ 
ded  during  the  year  and  who, 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  were:— 
Under  1  year  of  age. . 

137  (6) 

76  (3) 

50 

263  (9) 

Between  the  ages  of  1  and 

5  years 

367  (10) 

264  (11) 

117 

748  (21) 

% 

TOTAL'  .. 

504  (16) 

340  (14) 

167 

1,011  (30) 

Number  of  children  who  atten¬ 
ded  for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  and  who,  on  the  date 
of  their  first  attendance, 
were : — 

Under  1  year  of  age 

199  (7) 

95  (2) 

59 

353  (9) 

1 — 2  years  .  . 

19  (2) 

7  (1) 

3 

29  (3) 

2-3  „ . 

10 

10 

3 

23 

3-4  „ . 

10(3) 

5  (1) 

4 

19  (4) 

4-5  „ . 

7 

4 

11 

Total  . . 

245  (12) 

121  (4) 

69 

435  (16) 

Total  attendances  by  children: — 
Under  1  year 

1,556  (23) 

1,478  (17) 

479 

3,513  (40) 

1 — 5  years  . . 

1,405  (14) 

1,546  (21) 

431  (1) 

3,382  (36) 

Total  . . 

2,961  (37) 

3,024  (38) 

910  (1) 

6,895  (76) 

45 


Minor  Ailments  Clinics. 


The  conditions  treated  were  as  follows  : — 

Cases. 

A  ttendances. 

Minor  eye  defects 

27 

55 

Minor  ear  defects 

1 

3 

Impetigo  .  . 

4 

9 

Other  skin  diseases 

6 

16 

Septic  sores 

3 

12 

Minor  injuries 

2 

3 

Miscellaneous 

8(1) 

32(1) 

Total  . . 

51  (1) 

130  (1) 

Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  cases  treated  at  the  Ophthalmic 


Clinic  during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  new  cases  referred  for  examination  .  .  .  .  7 

Number  for  whom  glasses  prescribed  .  .  . .  . .  4 

Number  for  whom  glasses  were  obtained  . .  .  .  .  .  4 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  9 

Advised  observation  only  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  3 

Number  of  old  cases  re-examined  . . .  .  .  .  .  13 

Verification  of  glasses  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  6 

Total  attendances  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24 


Dental  Clinics. 

Dental  treatment  is  provided  for  expectant  mothers,  nursing 
mothers  and  pre-school  children  who  are  in  regular  attendance  at 
the  various  clinics,  and  who  are  specially  referred  to  the  Dental 
Surgeon  by  the  doctor  conducting  the  clinic. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Dental  Clinics 
for  the  year  : — 

Number  of  sessions  devoted  to  inspection  and  treatment 
,,  ,,  expectant  mothers  treated 

„  „  nursing  „  „  . 

„  „  pre-school  children  „ 

,,  ,,  extractions  : — 

Temporary  teeth  . .  . .  .  .  51 

Permanent  teeth  ..  ..  ..  162 


„  „  fillings  . . 


46 

20 

23 

60 


213 

131 


1 
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235 
54 
9 

13 

14 
8 

259 
139 

-  398 

The  Dental  Officer  made  a  routine  inspection  of  the  children  in 
attendance  at  the  War-time  Nurseries.  Of  52  children  examined, 
39  were  over  the  age  of  18  months.  Nine  of  the  latter  were  found 
to  have  dental  defects  requiring  treatment,  for  which  the  necessary 
arrangements  were  made. 

In  reporting  on  the  dental  work  undertaken  for  maternity  and 
child  welfare  patients,  the  Dental  Officer  draws  attention  to  the  high 
incidence  of  gross  oral  sepsis  amongst  the  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  referred  to  him  for  treatment.  The  majority  of  these  patients 
have  had  no  dental  treatment  whatever  since  leaving  school,  and  are 
suffering  from  defects  that  could  have  been  prevented  by  timely 
conservative  treatment.  This  is  a  serious  deficiency  in  the  existing 
health  services,  and  indicates  the  urgent  need  for  extended  facilities 
for  the  dental  care  of  non-insured  persons. 

Child  Life  Protection. 

No  alteration  has  been  made  in  the  arrangements  for  the  care 
and  supervision  of  children  placed  in  the  care  of  approved  foster- 
parents.  In  view  of  the  public  interest  recently  aroused  in  this  subject, 
however,  it  might  be  advisable  to  describe  in  detail  the  arrangements 
in  force  locally  for  the  purpose. 

It  is  a  legal  requirement  that  any  person,  other  than  a  relative 
or  legal  guardian,  who  proposes  to  undertake,  for  reward,  the  care 
and  maintenance  of  a  child  under  the  age  of  nine  years,  apart  from 
its  parents,  must  give  notice  of  the  fact  to  the  welfare  authority  at 
least  seven  days  before  the  date  on  which  the  child  is  to  be  received. 
On  receipt  of  such  notice,  inspections  are  made  by  the  Child 
Protection  Visitor  and  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  report 
on  the  general  suitability  of  the  applicant  to  undertake  the  care  of  a 
young  child  and  also  on  the  extent,  condition  and  general  amenities 
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55 


55 


Number  of  other  operations 

general  anaesthetics  for  extraction 
,,  local  ,,  ,,  ,, 

„  patients  supplied  with  dentures 
Dentures  supplied — complete  plates 

— partial 

Total  attendances  : — 

Mothers 

Children 
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of  the  accommodation  in  which  the  child  is  to  be  received.  If  these  *4] 
are  favourable  the  applicant  is  duly  registered  and  is  informed 
of  the  maximum  number  of  foster-children  to  be  kept  on  the 
premises  and  of  any  other  conditions  to  be  observed. 

All  foster  homes  are  visited  monthly  by  the  Child  Protection 
Visitor,  who  promptly  reports  any  circumstance  that  is  likely  to  be 
prejudicial  to  the  health  and  welfare  of  a  child  received  for  reward. 

It  is  an  implied  condition  that  foster-children  under  the  age  of  five 
years  must  be  brought  regularly  to  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  where 
they  are  medically  examined  at  each  visit.  Foster-children  of  school 
age  are  inspected  weekly  by  the  School  Nurse.  All  participate  in  the 
milk-in- schools  scheme  and  are  weighed  and  measured  at  monthly 
intervals.  They  are  medically  inspected  annually  as  a  matter  of 
routine,  apart  from  any  special  examination  that  may  be  necessary. 

Any  indication  of  unsatisfactory  progress  is  reported  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  to  whom  certain  powers  of  the  welfare  authority 
in  relation  to  foster-children  have  been  delegated. 

The  following  particulars  are  taken  from  the  Register  of  Foster- 
children  : — 

Number  of  foster-children  on  Register  at  the  beginninng  of 
the  year  . . 

„  added  to  the  Register  during  the  year  . . 

,,  removed  from  the  Register  : — 

On  reaching  the  age  of  nine  years  . .  1 

„  leaving  the  district  .  .  .  .  . .  41 

„  returning  to  parents  . .  . .  39 

,,  death  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

„  of  foster-children  on  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year 

,,  of  approved  foster-mothers  in  the  district 

Visits  to  foster-children 

No  serious  breach  of  the  regulations  relating  to  foster-children 
was  discovered  during  the  year,  nor  was  legal  action  necessary  by 
the  welfare  authority  for  the  removal  of  any  child  from  unsuitable 
premises  or  from  the  care  of  unsatisfactory  foster-parents. 

Several  foster-mothers  were  reprimanded  for  failure  to  submit 
formal  notices  within  the  prescribed  periods,  and  two  for  failure  to 
provide  and  maintain  in  position  fireguards  of  suitable  type. 


68 

43 
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It  was  reported  to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee 
that  a  foster-mother  who  had  been  registered  for  the  reception  of 
one  foster-child  had,  without  permission,  received  another  and,  in 
addition,  had  sub-let  part  of  her  house  to  a  family  of  four.  She  had 
also  undertaken,  for  reward,  the  day-time  care  of  three  children  under 
the  age  of  nine  years.  Although  this  did  not  constitute  legal  over¬ 
crowding,  the  conditions  under  which  the  foster-children  were  kept 
were  generally  unsatisfactory,  though  not  involving  imminent  danger 
to  health.  After  full  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances,  the 
Committee  decided  to  issue  a  stern  reprimand  to  the  foster-mother 
concerned,  warning -her  of  the  action  that  might  be  taken  on  repeti¬ 
tion  of  the  offence.  At  the  same  time,  she  was  required  to  terminate 
the  sub-tenancy  and  reduce  the  number  of  foster-children  in  her  care 
to  a  maximum  of  one.  Certain  other  conditions  were  imposed,  all 
of  which  have  been  strictly  observed. 

On  several  occasions  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  very  great 
difficulty  that  has  been  experienced  before  the  outbreak  of  war,  and 
to  an  increasing  extent  since  then,  in  finding  suitable  persons  who 
are  able  and  willing  to  undertake  the  care  of  foster-children.  With  a 
view  to  overcoming  this  difficulty,  the  Council  authorised  the  issue 
of  a  public  advertisement  inviting  applications  from  persons  willing 
to  act  as  foster-mothers,  on  the  understanding  that  the  arrangements 
for  payment  would  be  a  matter  for  private  agreement  between  the 
parties  concerned.  The  response  to  the  advertisement  was  very 
disappointing,  the  only  applicant  being  a  woman  who  could  not  be 
approved  for  the  purpose. 

In  reporting  on  this  matter,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  stated 
that  many  women  who  are  eminently  suitable  to  act  as  foster- 
mothers  are  reluctant  to  so  do,  mainly  because  of  the  uncertainty 
and  irregularity  of  payment.  Moreover,  the  payment  offered  in 
many  cases  is  totally  insufficient  to  enable  the  foster-mother  to  give 
a  child  the  minimum  care  and  attention  it  requires.  The  low  rate  and 
irregularity  of  payment  and  the  shortage  of  suitable  foster-mothers 
have  made  it  necessary  to  accept  a  standard  of  care  and  accom¬ 
modation  very  much  lower  than  that  normally  required.  For  the 
same  reasons,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  exercise  adequate  control 
over  persons  receiving  children  for  reward.  In  both  respects,  the 
interests  of  the  foster-children  are  likely  to  be  adversely  affected.  It 
was  therefore  recommended  that,  with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  the  Borough  Council  should  introduce  a  scheme  of 
guaranteed  payments  to  foster-mothers.  The  Ministry’s  approval 
to  such  a  scheme  has  since  been  obtained. 
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The  Care  of  Illegitimate  Children. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  war  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase 
in  the  number  and  proportion  of  illegitimate  births  accredited  to  the 
Borough.  The  number  of  live  births  to  unmarried  mothers  in  1940 
was  20,  or  4.2  per  cent,  of  the  total,  as  compared  with  60,  or  9.2  per 
cent.,  in  1944.  Such  an  increase  is  in  accord  with  the  experience  of 
the  last  war  and  is  not  by  any  means  peculiar  to  the  Borough  of 
Reigate.  Nevertheless,  an  addition  to  the  local  population  of 
approximately  291  illegitimate  infants  in  the  course  of  five  years 
could  scarcely  fail  to  create  serious  problems  for  those  actively 
engaged  in  child  welfare  work.  The  unduly  high  morbidity  and 
mortality  usually  observed  amongst  illegitimate  infants  give  cause 
for  grave  concern,  and  are  liable  to  be  further  raised  by  the  lack  of 
adequate  maternal  care  that  is  in  many  instances  unavoidable,  in 
view  of  the  exceptional  and  difficult  circumstances  in  which  many 
unmarried  mothers  are  placed  because  of  the  war.  Difficulty  in 
these  respects  is  greatly  aggravated  by  the  obligation  of  the  mother 
to  support  herself  and  her  child,  the  extreme  difficulty  in  finding 
suitable  lodgings  in  which  a  young  baby  is  acceptable  and  the 
practical  impossibility  of  enlisting  the  services  of  a  satisfactory  foster- 
mother.  The  admission  of  the  child  to  a  War-time  Day  Nursery  is 
of  help  in  a  limited  number  of  cases  only. 

The  attention  of  welfare  authorities  was  drawn  to  the  import¬ 
ance  of  this  matter  in  a  Circular  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
The  recommendations  contained  in  the  Circular  were  considered 
in  February,  at  a  meeting  of  representatives  of  the  Surrey  County 
Council  and  of  autonomous  maternity  and  child  welfare  authorities 
in  the  County.  It  was  generally  agreed  that  additional  hostel  accom¬ 
modation  for  the  unmarried  mother  and  her  child  was  urgently 
required,  but  there  was  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether  the 
necessary  provision  should  be  made  by  the  County  Council  or  by  the 
autonomous  districts,  either  singly  or  by  a  combination  of  areas. 
The  majority  of  representatives  favoured  the  appointment  of  a 
trained  and  experienced  social  worker  to  co-ordinate  the  activities 
of  welfare  authorities  and  voluntary  agencies  in  caring  for  illegitimate 
children.  After  full  discussion  of  these  and  other  points,  it  was 
decided  that  each  welfare  authority  in  the  County  should  review 
the  position  in  their  own  area,  ascertain  the  adequacy  or  otherwise 
of  the  hostel  accommodation  provided  by  voluntary  moral  welfare 
associations,  and  consider  the  means  whereby  existing  deficiencies 
might  be  made  good. 
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The  matter  was  further  considered  in  April,  at  a  Conference 
attended  by  representatives  of  the  autonomous  maternity  and  child 
welfare  authorities  in  Surrey.  There  was  general  agreement  as  to  the 
need  for  additional  accommodation  in  hostels  for  mothers  and 
children  and  that  such  provision  should  be  made  by  joint  action  on 
the  part  of  the  autonomous  authorities,  rather  than  in  conjunction 
with  the  County  Council.  Special  attention  was  drawn  to  the  value 
of  the  “  long  stay  ”  type  of  hostel,  in  which  the  mother  may  remain 
with  her  child  for  several  months  ;  in  that  event,  she  would  obtain 
employment  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  hostel  and  would  thus  be 
able  to  contribute  to  the  cost  of  maintenance  of  herself  and  her  child. 
It  was  decided  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Borough  of 
Mitcham  should  draw  up  concrete  proposals  for  the  establishment 
of  a  hostel  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  Ministry’s  Circular, 
on  the  understanding  that  the  hostel  should  be  available  for  the  use 
of  the  authorities  represented  at  the  Conference.  The  Reigate 
Borough  Council  approved  the  policy  of  a  general  scheme,  such  as 
that  outlined,  subject  to  satisfactory  financial  arrangements  being 
agreed.  The  Borough  Council  also  resolved  to  make  an  annual 
subscription  of  £5  5s.  Od.  to  the  Reigate  Ruri- Decanal  Association 
for  Moral  Welfare  and  to  pay  one-half  of  the  cost  of  maintenance 
of  any  unmarried  mother  and  her  child  admitted  to  the  Association ’s 
hostel  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Preliminary  arrangements  were  also  made  for  guaranteed  payments 
to  approved  foster-mothers. 


Adoption  of  Children  (Regulation)  Act,  1939. 

It  is  a  requirement  of  Section  7  of  the  above-named  Act  that 
private  individuals,  other  than  parents  or  guardians,  who  participate 
in  the  arrangements  for  the  placing  of  children  for  adoption  shall 
give  written  notice  to  the  Welfare  Authority  of  the  area  in  which  the 
child  is  to  be  placed. 

Notices  were  given  under  this  Section  in  respect  of  seven  children 
born  in  a  local  nursing  home.  In  every  case  the  Child  Protection 
Visitor  and  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  reported  that  the  prospec¬ 
tive  adopters  were  fit  and  proper  persons  to  have  the  care  of  young 
children  and  that  the  premises  in  which  the  children  were  to  be 
received  were,  in  all  respects,  satisfactory.  The  children,  after 
placing  with  the  prospective  adopters,  were  kept  under  regular 
supervision  by  the  health  visiting  staff. 
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The  Child  Protection  Visitor  also  investigated  and  reported  upon 
the  home  circumstances  of  several  persons  with  whom  infants  were 
to  be  placed  by  one  or  other  of  the  registered  Adoption  Societies. 


Domiciliary  Visits. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  the  year 
are  set  out  in  the  following  summary 
Expectant  mothers  : — 

Primary  Visits  .  .  •  •  •  •  278  (2) 

Subsequent  Visits  ..  ..  ••  213(2) 

-  491  (4) 

Infants  under  12  months  : — 

Primary  Visits  . .  •  •  •  •  656  (3) 

Subsequent  Visits  . .  .  .  •  •  1,423  (2) 

-  2,079  (5) 


Children  aged  1—5  years 
Total  visits 

Foster-children  : — 

Total  visits 


Visits  to  cases  of  infectious  disease 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  . 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Pneumonia 
Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 
Mumps 
Chicken  Pox 


in  infants  under 
5  years  of  age 


14 

4 

21 

85 

28 

1 

25 


Visits  to  : — 

Still  births  . 
Infant  deaths 


Other  visits 


Grand  Total  . . 


3,783  (11 
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21 

1,369 

8,456  (20) 


The  total  number  of  visits  exceeds  that  for  1943,  due  mainly  to 
the  greater  number  of  primary  and  subsequent  visits  to  expectant 
mothers. 


52 


War-time  Nurseries. 

The  War-time  Nurseries  at  Redhill  and  South  Park  have  accom¬ 
modation  for  a  maximum  of  95  children  under  the  age  of  five  years. 
Apart  from  their  primary  purpose  as  a  war-time  expedient  to 
encourage  the  absorption  of  women  into  industry,  the  nurseries 
have  been  an  invaluable  addition  to  the  existing  health  services  for 
young  children.  They  have  been  the  means  of  promoting  the  healthy 
physical  and  mental  development  of  a  considerable  number  of 
infants  who  have  been  temporarily  deprived  of  maternal  care  and 
for  whom  suitable  alternative  arrangements  could  not  easily  be 
made. 

All  applicants  were  medically  examined  before  admission  or 
readmission  to  the  nurseries,  the  total  number  of  examinations 
made  for  this  purpose  being  143.  The  physical  standard  of  the 
children  examined  was,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory,  and  it  was  rarely 
necessary  to  refuse  or  postpone  admission  for  medical  reasons.  The 
subsequent  re-examination  of  many  of  these  children  afforded 
striking  evidence  of  improvement  and  clearly  demonstrated  the 
beneficial  effects  of  the  skilled  care  and  attention  they  had  received. 

With  a  view  to  ascertaining  the  extent  to  which  nursery  disciplihe 
has  been  successful  in  character  training  and  the  inculcation  of  good 
personal  habits,  the  Head  Teachers  of  infants  ’  schools  were  requested 
to  submit  reports,  in  prescribed  form,  on  children  admitted  to  their 
departments  from  the  War-time  Nurseries.  It  was  suggested  that 
a  report  should  be  made  at  the  end  of  the  child ’s  second  term  in  the 
infants’  school,  and  that  the  standard  for  comparison  should  be  that 
observed  amongst  infant  school  entrants  as  a  whole.  Special  emphasis 
was  laid  on  the  personal  qualities  which  nursery  life  is  designed  to 
develop.  The  reports  so  far  received  form  too  small  a  series  on  which 
to  base  conclusions,  though  they  indicate  that  a  period  of  attendance 
at  a  nursery  is  an  excellent  preparation  for  normal  school  routine. 

Attendances  at  the  nurseries  were  somewhat  reduced  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  partial  evacuation  of  the  Borough.  In  spite  of  this,  the 
average  attendance  for  the  year  was  extremely  good,  being  43.4  at 
Redhill  and  24.4  at  South  Park.  The  incidence  of  infectious  and 
contagious  disease  was  surprisingly  low,  having  regard  to  the 
unusual  degree  of  susceptibility  of  the  children  in  attendance.  The 
prompt  detection  and  exclusion  of  early  cases  of  infectious  illness  no 
doubt  prevented  the  occurrence  of  a  major  outbreak. 

Both  nurseries  are  affiliated  to  the  National  Society  of  Children ’s 
Nurseries  and  are  approved  as  training  centres  for  Parts  I  and  II  of 
the  Nursery  Nurses’  Diploma. 
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BOROUGH  OF  REIGATE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the  Year  1944. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall,  REIGATE. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  submit  herewith  my  eleventh  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

The  inspection  of  meat  at  the  Government-controlled  slaughter¬ 
houses  continued  to  occupy  a  -considerable  proportion  of  time. 
Most  of  this  work  is  done  in  the  late  evening,  after  all  the  slaughtering 
processes  have  been  completed  and  under  conditions  which  are 
generally  unpleasant  and  far  from  hygienic.  The  Inspectors  who 
have  performed  this  duty,  in  addition  to  their  other  work,  on  at 
least  four  evenings  a  week  since  the  beginning  of  1940,  have  by  their 
efficiency  and  zeal  (often  having  to  disregard  their  personal  con¬ 
venience)  assisted  locally  in  making  the  Ministry  of  Food’s  meat 
distribution  scheme  smooth-running  and  successful. 

Much  more  work  than  in  previous  war  years  has  been  devoted 
to  the  supervision  of  housing  repairs.  This  has  been  made  necessary 
by  the  increasing  need  for  the  carrying  out  of  urgent  repair  work  in 
all  classes  of  house  and  business  property,  and  by  the  control  of 
labour  and  material. 
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Routine  inspections  of  shops,  offices,  factories,  etc.,  continued 
to  be  curtailed,  but  every  effort  was  made  to  maintain  inspections 
and  visits  in  connection  with  milk  supplies,  bakehouses  and  other 
premises  where  food  is  prepared  and  sold,  and  sampling  duties 
generally. 

I  wish  to  record  the  co-operation  and  assistance  given  to  me  at  all 
times  by  my  colleagues,  and  my  indebtedness  to  Dr.  Bingham, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  his  support  and  advice  which  is  always 
so  readily  given. 


I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  JANES, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Infectious  Diseases,  Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

During  the  year,  99  visits  of  enquiry  were  made  in  connection 
with  infectious  disease.  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  library  books 
were  disinfected  by  formalin  vapour  and  returned  to  the  libraries 

from  which  they  had  been  borrowed. 

The  Table  on  page  57  shows  in  detail  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
Disinfecting  Officer  in  connection  with  disinfection  and  disinfestation. 

The  regular  disinfection  of  bedding  used  in  five  Agricultural 
Labour  Camps  in  this  part  of  Surrey  was  carried  out  during  the 
summer  and  autumn,  at  the  request  of  the  Surrey  War  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee. 

During  the  year,  13  houses  were  disinfested  owing  to  the  presence 
of  bugs,  and  of  these  four  houses  were  owned  by  the  Corporation. 
Four  houses  infested  by  fleas  and  five  by  cockroaches  were  also 
dealt  with. 
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Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

(a)  Meat. 

Inspection  of  meat  at  the  Government-controlled  slaughterhouses 
was  carried  out  during  the  year  with  maximum  efficiency,  considering 
the  conditions  under  which  this  work  has  to  be  performed.  Since 
the  commencement  of  centralised  slaughtering  early  in  1940,  condi¬ 
tions  at  the  slaughterhouses  have  never  been  good  ;  the  facilities 
for  meat  inspection  have  been  inadequate,  and  the  work  has  often 
been  rendered  needlessly  difficult.  These  conditions  were  first 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Council  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1940, 
and  referred  to  briefly  in  later  Annual  Reports,  but  as  in  the  latter 
months  of  1944  conditions  seriously  deteriorated,  a  further  report 
was  made  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  on  19th  December,  1944. 
A  copy  of  this  report  was  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  and 
was  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  results  of  inspection  are  given  in  Tables  I  and  II. 


TABLE  I.— MEAT  INSPECTION. 
Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 
Year  Ended  31st  December,  1944. 


Cattle 

exclud¬ 

ing 

cows. 

1 

Cows 

Calves.  ! 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Bulls 
(included 
in  cattle 
column). 

Number  Killed 

1,360  ! 

1,549 

3,865 

4,856 

823 

135 

Number  Inspected  . . 

1,360 

1,549  ; 

3,865 

4,856 

823 

135 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  : — 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

4 

20 

5 

14 

18 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . . 

214 

266 

;  J 

17 

80 

328 

15 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  . . 

16.0 

18.5 

.6 

1.9 

42.0 

11.1 

Tuberculosis  only  : — 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

8 

!  77 

6 

_ 

4 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . . 

159 

636 

11 

_ 

43 

36 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis  . . 

12.3 

O  ; 

4\ 

.4 

:  5.7 

28.1 
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LOSIS.  OTHER  CONDITIONS. 
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The  total  weight  of  carcases  and  offals  condemned  was  46  tons 
15  cwts.  2  lbs. 

The  number  of  cows  slaughtered  included  nine  which  were  dealt 
with  by  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  ot 
Agriculture,  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  and  which  were  sent  to 
the  slaughterhouse  with  a  view  to  salvaging  such  parts  of  the  carcases, 
etc.,  as  were  found  on  post-mortem  inspection  to  be  fit  for  human 
consumption.  This  was  possible  only  in  three  cases,  six  carcases 

being  wholly  unfit. 

Six  calves  found  on  inspection  to  be  affected  with  generalised 
tuberculosis  were  referred  to  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector 
with  a  view  to  tracing  the  source  of  infection.  Information  received 
from  the  Inspector  showed  that  in  four  cases  the  investigations 
were  successful,  the  mothers  of  the  calves  being  slaughtered  under 
the  Tuberculosis  Order  and  found  to  be  affected  with  advanced 

tuberculosis. 


(b)  Other  Foods. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  disposed  of  accordingly. 


Dried  Fruit 

2  cwts.  25  lbs. 

#Dried  Fruit 

.  .  23  lbs. 

Tinned  Meat 

1  ton  17  cwts.  42  lbs. 

Sweets  and  Chocolate  . . 

2  cwts.  57  lbs. 

Bacon 

11  cwts.  98  lbs. 

Meat 

5  cwts.  46  lbs. 

*Meat 

18  cwts.  3  qtrs.  27  lbs. 

*Offal  . 

4  cwts.  22  lbs. 

Cereals 

1  ton  15  cwts.  3  qtrs.  43  lbs. 

^Cereals 

11  cwts.  1  qtr.  18  lbs. 

Fresh  Fish 

4  ton  4  cwts.  3  qtrs.  13  lbs. 

Tinped  Milk 

4,580  tins. 

Tinned  Beans 

689  tins. 

Tinned  Fish 

891  tins. 

Oranges 

1  ton  14  cwts.  74  lbs. 

Flour 

5  cwts.  78  lbs. 

#Flour 

22  lbs. 

Butter,  Margarine,  etc. 

2  cwts.  8  lbs. 

*Butter,  Margarine,  etc. 

17  lbs. 
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Preserves 

*Bread 

Chopped  Carrots 
#Cake 
*Sugar 
Biscuits 
Cheese 

Poultry  (1  turkey) 

Cocoa 

Rabbits 

Miscellaneous  : — 
Tinned  foods,  etc. 
Packet  foods,  etc. 


5  cwts.  70  lbs. 

2  cwts.  94  lbs. 

3  cwts. 

88  lbs. 

7  tons  1 1  cwts.  2  lbs. 
110  lbs. 

48  lbs. 

10i  lbs. 

60  lbs. 

68  lbs. 

629  tins. 

1,553  packets. 


*Damaged  by  debris,  glass,  etc.,  as  a  result  of  enemy  action. 
This  work  involved  311  visits. 


Most  of  the  condemned  food  was  utilised  for  the  feeding  of 
animals  ;  no  edible  food  was  wasted.  In  this  connection  there  was 
the  closest  co-operation  with  the  Food  Executive  Officer,  the 
Divisional  Food  Salvage  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  local 
members  of  the  food  distributive  trades. 

Thirty-four  rabbit  carcases  exposed  or  deposited  for  sale  in  a 
butcher’s  shop  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and 
seized  in  accordance  with  Section  10  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938.  The  facts  were  reported  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  who 
decided,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  not  to  take  legal  proceedings 
against  the  vendor,  but  to  give  a  strongly-worded  caution. 

The  Register  of  food  premises  now  includes  the  following  : — 


Grocers,  etc.  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  94 

Butchers,  etc.  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  39 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers  . .  . .  . .  . .  36 

Fishmongers  and  Fish-fryers  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  22 

Confectioners  (including  25  bakehouses)  . .  . .  89 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  etc.  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  36 


In  addition  there  ,are  two  shops  in  which  horseflesh  and  other 
meat  is  sold  by  retail  for  animal  feeding  purposes. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Renewals  of  annual  licences  were  granted  to  19  slaughter-men. 


Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926.  ✓ 

The  entries  in  the  registers  required  to  be  kept  in  accordance  with 
the  Order  may  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 

Cowkeepers  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  19 

Dairymen  and  Retail  Purveyors,  with  premises  in  the 

Borough  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . •  •  •  •  •  8 

Retail  Purveyors,  with  premises  outside  the  Borough  .  .  3 

Retail  Purveyors — bottled  milk  only  sold  in  general  shops  5 
Cowsheds  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  •  .  •  20 

Dairies  (including  seven  milkshops)  ..  ..  ..  16 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 

A  detailed  report  on  106  samples  of  milk  taken  in  1944  is  given 
in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 

During  1944,  four  cows  from  herds  in  the  Borough  were  dealt 
with  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

\ 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts — Disinfection. 

Disinfection  of  vehicles  continued  to  be  carried  out  at  the  Redhill 
Market  each  Monday  during  the  year,  when  188  vehicles  were 
dealt  with. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 — Sampling. 

(E.  Hinks,  Esq.,  M.B.E.,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.,  Public  Analyst.) 

Details  of  the  samples  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
during  1944  are  given  in  the  following  Table  : — 


Samples  taken. 

| 

Foodstuffs. 

First 

quar¬ 

ter. 

Second 

quar¬ 

ter. 

Third 

quar¬ 

ter. 

Fourth 

quar¬ 

ter. 

Total. 

Genuine. 

Adul¬ 

terated. 

Milk . 

5 

_ 

13 

5 

23 

23 

Margarine  . . 

3 

2 

— 

5 

5 

— 

Butter 

2 

3 

— 

5 

5 

— 

Baking  Powder 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

2 

1 

Gelatine 

2 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

2 

Lard . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Soya  Flour  . . 

2 

— 

1 

1 

4 

3 

1 

Meat  Paste  . . 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

3 

— 

Beer . 

6 

- - 

6 

12 

12 

— — 

Sausage  Meat 

— 

6 

2 

— 

8 

8 

— 

Cocoa 

— 

2 

— 

2 

4 

4 

- - 

Coffee  Essence  with 
chicory 

1 

_ 

• 

1 

2 

2 

Pure  Coffee . . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

Oatmeal 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

Fruit  Sauce  .  . 

— 

1 

- - 

— 

1 

1 

Gin  . .  -  .  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Egg  Substitute 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

Cake  Mixture 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Beef  Suet 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Flavouring  (various) 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Gravy  Powder 

— 

— 

T 

— 

1 

1 

- . 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Pudding  Mixture  . . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

— 

Vinegar 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Black  Pepper 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Ground  Ginger 

— 

- — 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Curry  Powder 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Pea  Flour  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Cinnamon  . . 

— 

- - 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Custard  Powder 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Semolina  Mould 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— f. 

Ointmen  t  (various)  . 

‘  ‘  Friquix  ” 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Stomach  Tablets  . . 

1 

1 

1 

Total  . . 

23 

22 

21 

37 

103 

98 

5 

I 


A  sample  of  baking  powder  submitted  informally  at  the  request 
of  a  local  wholesaler  was  reported  on  as  containing  total  carbon 
dioxide  to  the  extent  of  2.7  per  cent.,  whereas  in  the  Analyst’s 
opinion  it  should  contain  not  less  than  10  per  cent.  The  wholesaler 
thereupon  surrendered  his  consignment  in  stock  as  being  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 

A  sample  of  powdered  gelatine  contained  an  excessive  amount 
of  zinc,  namely,  290  parts  per  million.  Enquiries  resulted  in  the 
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surrender  of  5  cwts.  of  this  material  by  the  wholesaler  to  the  Local 
Authority  of  an  adjoining  district. 

A  sample  of  leaf  gelatine  contained  excessive  proportions  of 
arsenic  (arsenious  oxide)  to  the  extent  of  parts  per  million  and 
copper  130  parts  per  million.  Enquiries  led  to  interviews  and 
correspondence  with  a  chain  of  wholesalers,  etc.,  back  to  the 
manufacturers,  a  firm  at  Paisley,  Scotland.  It  was  found  that  at  one 
point  in  the  chain  a  bag  of  “technical”  gelatine  had  been  sold  as 
“edible”  gelatine,  but  the  circumstances  were  such  that  no  legal 
proceedings  could  be  instituted,  and  one  of  the  wholesalers  was 
cautioned. 

A  sample  of  soya  flour,  purchased  informally,  was  reported  on 
by  the  Analyst  as  containing  only  .9  per  cent,  of  fat,  being  a  defatted 
soya  flour.  The  small  stock  held  by  the  vendor  was  withdrawn  from 
sale. 

A  pre-packed  food,  consisting  mainly  of  flour,  and  sold  under  the 
name  of  Friquix,  was  found  to  be  infested  with  large  numbers  of 
living  flour  mites.  The  vendor’s  stocks  were  inspected,  and  resulted 
in  the  packets  still  remaining  being  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

During  1944,  32  inspections  were  made.  Three  lists  of  out¬ 
workers  were  received,  affecting  three  persons.  Three  inspections 
were  made  in  company  with  an  officer  of  the  National  Fire  Service, 
in  connection  with  Section  34  (Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire)  ; 
two  certificates  were  issued  by  the  Council,  in  accordance  with  that 
Section. 

Complaints  - 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  complaints  received  during 
the  year.  As  a  result  of  the  investigations  and  inspections  which 
were  made  when  dealing  with  them,  238  houses  were  inspected  and 
notices  were  served  on  the  owners  calling  for  repairs  of  the  more 
serious  defects. 


Insanitary  condition  of  premises  . .  . .  .  .  . .  53 

House  drainage  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  19 

Non-removal  of  house  refuse  . .  . .  . .  . .  72 

Non-removal  of  trade  refuse  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  7 

Overcrowding  . .  ....  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Rats  or  mice  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  267 
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Smells  emanating  from  sewers  and  street  gullies  . .  . .  3 

Vermin  ...  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  27 

Wasps’ nests  ..  ..  .  .  ..  ..  ..  ..105 

Unsound  food  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  62 


Total  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  629 


Notices  Issued  and  Action  taken. 

The  following  Table  is  a  statement  of  the  notices  dealt  with 


during  the  year  : — 

Preliminary — 

Outstanding  on  1st  January,  1944  .  .  .  .  . .  50 

Issued  during  year  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  187 

Complied  with  during  year  ..  ..  ..  . .  145 

Statutory  action  necessary  . .  . .  .  .  . .  2 

Outstanding  on  31st  December,  1944  . .  . .  . .  90 

Statutory — 

Outstanding  on  1st  January,  1944  .  .  . .  . .  Nil 

Issued  during  year  . .  . .  . .  .  5 

Complied  with  during  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Outstanding  on  31st  December,  1944  . .  . .  . .  3 


Nuisances  Abated,  Defects  Remedied,  etc. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year  in  consequence  of  the  service  of  notices  calling  for  the 
abatement  of  nuisances,  or  the  remedying  of  defects  found  during 
housing  inspections.  The  list  also  includes  drainage  works  super¬ 
vised  following  notice  by  builders  of  intention  to  reconstruct  or 


repair  existing  drains. 

Drains  examined  and  tested  (primary  inspections  only)  . .  1 

Drains  relaid  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  17 

New  lengths  drain  laid  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Blocked  drains  cleared  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  21 

Interceptors  fixed  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  5 

New  soil  and  vent  pipes  fixed  .  .■  . .  . .  . .  1 

Soil  and  vent  pipes  renewed  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Drain  ventilation  improved  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  3 

New  W.C.’s  installed  . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  6 

W.C.  apparatus  renewed  or  repaired  ..  ..  ..  13 

W.C.  flushing  cisterns  ditto  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 
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Hand-flushed  W.C.'s  provided  with  flushing  apparatus  . . 
Cesspools  provided  or  enlarged  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

abolished  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  1 

Existing  house  drains  connected  to  public  sewer 
Cesspools  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  • .  2 

New  lavatory  basins  installed  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Sinks  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Waste  pipes  trapped  or  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..  8 

Sink  gully  dishings  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Pail  closets  abolished  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Urinals  reconstructed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Urinals  cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . . .  1 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Leaky  roofs  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  9 

Eaves  gutters  and  stack  pipes  repaired  .  .  ‘  . .  . .  4 

Backyards  paved  or  repaired  .  .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Dampness  remedied  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  6 

Damp-proof  courses  provided  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Pointing,  or  otherwise  weatherproofing  of  brickwork 

(houses)  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  3 

Ventilation  and  light  of  rooms  improved  . .  . .  . .  2 

„  . W.C.  chambers  improved  . .  — 

Sub-floor  ventilation  improved 

External  paintwork  of  houses  renewed  . .  . .  . .  — 

Internal  paintwork  of  rooms  renewed 

Rooms  cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Ceilings  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

W.C.  chambers  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Cellars  cleansed  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  ... 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  48 

Plastering  of  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  .  .  . .  . .  6 

Window  frames  or  sashcords  repaired  . .  . .  . .  6 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  3 

Fireplaces  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  . :  . .  . .  8 

Coppers  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Washing  accommodation  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Food-stores  provided  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Overcrowding  suppressed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Manure  receptacles  renewed  or  repaired  ^  .  .  . .  . .  — 

Accumulations  removed 

Animals  or  poultry  improperly  kept  . .  . .  .  .  3 

Other  nuisances  abated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 
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Fifty-three  premises  were  visited  on  the  application  of  builders 
for  certificates  to  enable  them  to  obtain  timber  for  floor  and  other 
repairs.  Thirty-seven  certificates,  involving  53  premises,  were  issued 
for  transmission  to  the  Ministry  of  Supply  (Timber  Control).  The 
certificates  stated  that  the  repairs  were  necessary  in  the  interests  of 
public  health,  and  that  the  amount  of  timber  for  which  application 
was  made  was  the  minimum  required  for  the  repairs  specified.  As 
the  defects  to  be  remedied  were,  in  most  cases,  caused  by  dry  rot  the 
work  was,  whenever  possible,  carried  out  under  close  supervision,  so 
that  proper  remedial  measures  could  be  put  in  hand  for  removing 
infected  material  and  preventing  the  new  timber  from  becoming 
infected. 

The  attention  of  builders  was  specially  directed  to  this  important 
i  matter  by  a  circular  letter  dated  28th  February,  1944,  which  included 
extracts  from  a  Ministry  of  Flealth  Memorandum  which  explained 
the  nature  of  dry  rot  and  the  remedial  and  preventive  measures 
which  were  recommended  should  be  applied  in  all  cases. 

In  connection  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Scheme  for  the  repair 
of  houses  as  outlined  in  Circular  2871,  dated  11th  October,  1943,  six 
Certificates  of  Essentiality  were  issued  during  1944,  authorising 
repair  work  of  an  estimated  value  of  £1,580.  The  Regional  Licensing 
Officer  was  recommended  to  refuse  one  application  involving  an 
estimated  expenditure  of  £250  on  work  which  was  not  considered 
essential. 

A  detailed  survey  and  report  on  three  dwelling-houses  was  made 
on  behalf  of,  and  at  the  request  of,  the  Borough  Suiveyor,  in  connec- 
)  tion  with  the  requisitioning  of  premises  for  the  re-housing  of  home- 
>  less  persons. 


I!  Mosquito  Control. 

Periodical  inspections  of  static  water  tanks  constructed  for  fire- 
I  fighting  purposes  were  made  in  1944,  and  appropriate  control 
)  measures  were  taken  by  members  of  the  National  Fire  Service  in 
cases  indicated  to  them.  Particular  attention  was  paid  to  nine  small 
i  tanks  which  had  been  constructed  near  the  centre  of  Redhill  for  use  , 
with  wheelbarrow  pumps,  as,  in  July,  all  the  tanks  were  found  to 
contain  mosquito  larvae. 


Rats  and  Mice  (Distruction)  Act,  1919.  Infestation  Order,  1943. 

During  1944,  the  systematic  work  of  destruction  commenced  in 
the  latter  part  of  1943,  following  the  Ministry  of  Food’s  National 
publicity  campaign,  was  continued  with  satisfactory  results.  Addi¬ 
tional  labour — one,  and  sometimes  two,  whole-time  Civil  Defence 


personnel— was  available  intermittently  during  the  first  half  of  the 
year  to  augment  the  services  of  the  Council’s  Assistant  Rat  Officer. 
After  the  commencement  of  flying  bomb  attacks  in  June,  this  labour 
could  not  be  spared  from  urgent  air  raid  damage  repairs. 

The  results  of  the  year’s  work  are  shown  in  the  appended  tables. 
Table  I  shows  that  267  premises  were  visited,  as  compared  with 
229  in  1943.  Of  these  52  were  found  not  to  be  infested.  All  the 
infestations  found  and  dealt  with  were  of  a  minor  character.  Table  II 
reflects  the  advantage  gained  by  additional  labour,  in  that  199 
premises  were  cleared  of  rats  and  mice,  by  or  undei  the  supervision 
of  the  Assistant  Rat  Officer,  as  compared  with  100  premises  in  1943. 
In  addition,  the  site  of  the  major  infestation  reported  in  1943, 
namely,  the  Council’s  Disposal  Works,  received  adequate  mainten¬ 
ance  treatment  at  intervals  throughout  the  year.  The  method  of 
“pre-baiting  and  poisoning”  was  responsible  for  success  in  clearing 
131  premises  of  rats  and  21  of  mice.  In  these  cases  the  poisons  used 

were  as  follows  : — 

Rats 

Zinc  Phosphide 
Red  Squill 
Arsenic 

Mice 

Zinc  Phosphide 

The  estimated  number  of  rats  killed  by  zinc  phosphide  and 
arsenic,  using  the  Ministry  of  Food  formula,  was  1,662.  Thirty- 
eight  premises  were  cleared  by  the  occupiers  themselves,  either 
by  poisoning  or  trapping,  as  against  28  in  1943.  Other  methods  used 
by  the  Assistant  Rat  Officer,  e.g.,  traps,  dogs,  ferrets  or  gas,  were 
responsible  for  47  premises,  showing  a  decrease  in  their  use  in  favour 
of  pre-baiting  and  poisoning.  Table  III  shows  that  52  premises  still 
remained  to  be  dealt  with  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Cases. 

80 

30  . 
21 

21 


TABLE  I. 

Complaints  Received  and  Investigated  During  1944. 


Type  of  Premises  or  Land. 

Found  to  be 
infested  by 

Not 

Infested. 

Total. 

Rats. 

Mice. 

(1)  Dwelling-houses 

145 

22 

45 

1 

212 

25 

(2)  Food  Stores,  Shops,  etc . 

17 

7 

(3)  Business  Premises  (other  than  those 
included  in  (2)  above)  .  . 

18 

5 

1 

23 

7 

(4)  Agricultural 

6 

— 

Total  . . 

186 

29 

52 

267 
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NUMBER  OF  l.\l  EM  \  I  IONS  l  lEAKEJL)  DUK1JNU  iy44  BY 
(a)  ASSISTANT  RAT  OFFICER.  ( b )  OCCUPIER. 
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Does  not  include  work  of  destruction  at  Corporation  premises,  2  Institutions  under  contract. 

Includes  27  dwelling-houses,  4  Food  and  1  Business  premises  which  became  re-infested  and  were  again  cleared. 
Includes  2  dwelling-houses  which  became  re-infested  and  were  cleared  again. 

Includes  2  dwelling-houses  which  became  re-infested  and  were  again  cleared. 


TABLE  III. 


Infestations  not  Cleared  and  Outstanding  at 
31st  December,  1944. 


Type  of  Premises. 

Infested  by 

Rats. 

Mice. 

(1)  Dwelling-houses 

39 

1 

(2)  Food  Stores,  Shops,  etc. 

5 

1 

(3)  Business  Premises  (other  than  those 

included  in  (2)  above)  . . 

3 

— 

(4)  Agricultural  . . 

3 

Total  . . 

50 

2 

One  18th  October,  1944,  the  first  meeting  was  held  of  the  Surrey 
No.  3  Workable  Area  Committee,  organised  by  the  Ministry  of 
Food  and  consisting  of  representatives  from  the  Surrey  County 
Council,  Caterham  and  Warlingham  U.D.C.,  Dorking  U.D.C., 
Dorking  and  Horley  R.D.C.,  Godstone  R.D.C.,  Leatherhead  U.D.C., 
Reigate  Borough  Council,  the  Surrey  War  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee  and  the  Ministry  of  Food  (Infestation  Branch).  The 
object  of  the  Committee’s  work  is  to  co-ordinate  rodent  control 
operations  throughout  the  area,  to  create  interest  in  the  subject, 
and  to  form  a  channel  for  the  interchange  of  information  and 
technical  knowledge.  Two  meetings  of  the  Committee  were  held 
during  the  year. 

The  services  of  the  Assistant  Rat  Officer  were  used  during  the 
summer  and  autumn  in  dealing  with  a  serious  plague  of  wasps 
throughout  the  Borough,  householders  being  unable  to  cope  with 
the  many  nests  which  were  discovered  both  inside  and  outside 
buildings.  A  charge  of  2s.  6d.  per  nest  destroyed  was  made  to 
occupiers,  and  the  number  which  were  dealt  with  by  gassing  with 
hydrogen  cyanide  was  105. 

Public  Mortuaries. 

On  29th  June,  1944,  the  mortuary  situated  in  the  Highways 
Depot  at  Merstham  was  destroyed  by  a  flying  bomb. 

During  the  year  bodies  were  deposited  at  the  Reigate  Mortuary  - 
for  the  following  purposes  : — 

Post-mortem  examination  . .  37 

Inquest  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 
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